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and Principles of die contending Parties in 
Holland ; the true Source of the Difcontent of 
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.. fixates ; the Characters and Conduft of thofe 
who were at the Head of this Defign, and the 
Steps taken to bring it to bear ; interfperfed 
throughout with Letters, Speeches, Pfecarts, 
GJV . taking in all that paffed to the Time of 
the Prince StadtholderV leaving the City 
^September 15, 1748. 
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REVOLUTION 

IN 

AMSTERDAM. 

IT is the jbft Ofefemtibft of a certain 
$*/r#Z> Writer that the true Reafoh 
why the Hiftories of late Tithes are 
fo ill written, is that few give them- 
selves the Trouble to record what panes 
under their own Eyes, from & Notion that 
what hapf>erts in their own Times is trivia!, 
and of little Importance in Comparifon of 
£ what fell out an Age oi two ago; and 
5 thus by an unaccountable Weakness even 

^ the beft Writers employ tfifeir Pains in 
compofitvg Works upon Subjects,- where 
£ the Material lye in a' great Meafufe out 
; of their Reach, where it is impoffibl* for 
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them to promife themfelves Certainty, and 
where Impartiality and Induftry, the two 
great Qualities of an Hiftorian; are very fre- 
quently of little Ufe. Whereas if Men 
would content themfelves with tranfmitting 
to Pofterity juft and fair Relations of what 
themfelves might with very little Trouble 
examine to the Bottom, and be able to { 

iet in a clear Light, whatever Reception 
their Works met with in their Lifetimes, 
from the Prevalence of the Paflions .and 
Prejudices of their Contemporaries, they 
would certainly both merit and receive the ' 
Thanks of Pofterity, and themfelves be 
regarded as Friends to Truth, to theJnfe- ( 
reft of . Society, and to the Welfare of 
^Mankind* :; 

One may very - fafcly affirm that . the 
Changes which have lately happened ia 
the United Provinces^ are in themfelves ( 
Angular enough, exclufive of the Intereft 
we have in them, to deferve the Notice of 
a Perfon capable to fet them in a clear and 
juft Point of View 5 and yet there is no 
doubt; that they will be hereafter written 
in a Manner quite different from this, and 
the principal Fads afcribed to Motives al- 
together 
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together wide of thofe that really produced 
them. I heartily wifh that it was as 
much in my Power, as in my Will, to lay 
the whole of thefe Tranfadtions before the 
Reader, and to (hew him by what Steps a 
Prince who but two Years ago was thought 
to hav6 not the lead Profpedfc of obtaining 
thofe Honours which have been worthily 
enjoyed by his Family* which many thought 
due to his Birth, ahd which thofe, who 
had the beft Opportunity of knowing him* 
believed much more due to his Merit ; was 
of a fddden by the propitious Afllftance 
of Heaven* and the Voice of a great Ma- 
jqrity of his Countrymen, exalted far be- 
yond what his own Party hoped, what 
his beft Friends could expedt, or what his 
jmoft embittered Enemies figured to them- 
ielves from their Fears. 

But as this lies out of my Reach I con- 
tent myfelf with a bare Hint of it, and 
even that I fhould hardly have given if it 
had rfiot been neceffarily introdu&ive to the 
Subject I undertake to handle, which is the 
Change that has in a few Weeks been 
brought to pafs in the City of Amjlerdam. 
A Change which I am very fenfible mufi 
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be attended with Confequences of great Im- 
portance, as this City gives the Example 
to the whole Province of Holland, in the 
very fame Manner that the Meafures pur* 
fued therein affe& the other fix Provinces, 
which together with it form the Republick 
of the United Netherlands. A Change al- 
together as unexpe&ed as the Reftitution 
of the Stadtholderfhip to the Family o( 
NaJJau t and brought about too by Means 
in every Refpedt as furprhring; fo that 
whoever will confider this'Hiftory as it 
{hall be truly and impartially penned,, will 
find that I have not over-rated it, but that 
ft deserves as much to be committed to 
Paper, and fecured for the Consideration of 
the next Generation, as any thing that has 
fallen out within the Compafs of our 
Memories. 

But previous to my Narrative of the 
Rife and 1 Progrefs of a Defign which has 
been crowned with fuch unexpected Succefs, 
it will be requifite to give the Reader a 
concife Account of the Rife of thofe two 
Parties that ftarted up almoft as foon as 
this Republick was formed, and are like 
to continue as long as it fubfifts. It will 

be 
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be no lefs neceflary to give a Abort Defcrip- 
tion of the civil Government of Jbnfterdam^ 
for without that no Stranger could poffibly 
comprehend the Grounds of this Difpute ; 
$nd k will be likewife proper to (hew how 
favourable the Juncture was when this 
Scheme was laid, as that is a Gircumftance 
which contributed at leaft as much as any 
other to the good Fortune it has met 
with, and prevented thofe untoward and 
calamitous Circumftances with which at 
any other time an Attempt of this Sort 
muft inevitably have been attended. 

When a fuccinft Account has been given 
of thefe feveral leading Points, I (hall pro- 
ceed to a fair and juft Reprefentation of 
the Project as it was originally formed, the 
true Characters of the principal Adtbrs 
therein, the feveral fteps taken to bring it 
about, the powerful Oppofition it met 
with, the very indifferent Opinion which 
the wifeft among the Wellwifhers to this 
Scheme had of its being brought to bear, 
the lucky Accidents which facilitated its 
Progrefs, and the eafy and quiet Reception 
it obtained at iaft, without the Effufion 
of a (ingle Drop of Hood, or the di- 

8 3 ftreffing 
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ftreffing any Citizen in his Perfon or 
Pocket. 

The two Parties or Fa&iojis beforcmen- 
tloned, are generally called in Holland, the 
Orange and the Louvefiein, for Reafons that 
will prefently appear. After the Death of 
William Henry I. Prince of Orange, which 
happened in 1584, the States, at the In- 
stance of the Grand Penfionary, John Ba^r 
nevelt % made choice of his Son Prince Mou* 
rice, then a Youth of fifteen, and a Student 
at Ley den to fucceed him. He is faid to 
have returned this Obligation to Barneyelt 
very ill, by caufing him' to be tried and 
condemned as an Enemy to his Country, for 
oppofing a Defign he had forrtaed of becom- 
ing its Sovereign. However that Matter 
might be, the Difpute between this Prince 
and that Statefman produced thefe Factions, 
for the Death of Barnevelt was fo far from 
extinguishing his Party, that it proved the 
main Support of it -, thofe who were of 
the fame Sentiments, making ufe of that ge- 
neral Compaflion (hewn by the People on 
the melancholy Occafion, of bringing to the 
Scaffold a M^n bending under the Weight 
pf Years, and of the Fatigues he had tirtdet- 

went 
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went in the Service of his Country, to give 
a San&ion to his Principles. This Fadtion, 
which continued increafing during the Ad- 
miniftration of Prince Frederick Henry, who 
fucceeded his Brother Prince Maurice, grew 
to fuch a Height under the Government 
of Prince William ll. his Son and Suc- 
ceffor, that he judged it neceflary for his 
own Preferyation and the publick Tranquil- 
lity, to fecure the Heads of it in the Cattle 
of Louvejlein, whence fuch as abetted their 
Opinions received and gloried in that Name. 

Upon the Death of Prince William II. 
which happened in the Year 165Q. in Ap- 
pearance without an Heir, for his Son Wil- 
liam III. was not born till after his Deceafe, 
the Lotrutftein Party came into Power, and 
in a very (hort Time poffeffed themfelves in- 
tirely of the Government. When I fay they 
poffeffed themfelves of it, I would be un- 
derftood to mean that they filled by Degrees 
all Pofts of Honour, Truft, and Profit, with 
thojfe of their own Party, excluding fuch as 
were well affefted to the Family of Orange % 
notwithftanding that Numbers of them had 
ferved their Country with equal Fidelity 
and Reputation. This produced here what 
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it ha? ever produced in all Countries* where 
any Thjng pf the lifce Kind has happened, 
that is to fay, Jealoufies, Heats, and Afli- 
(aojitjes, equally destructive pf private Peace 
and puWick Welfare. Thofe in Power 
treated fuch as they had excluded, as if 
they had been Enemies to their Country, 
and thpfe that were oppreffed, regarded all 
in Pofleffion pf Employments, not as their 
legal Governors, but a? fo many Tyrapt$ 9i 
who violated thofe Laws they pretended to 



• • , 




.. At this Jun&ure the Republick was at 
its gre*tpft Height in refpe§ to Power, to 
Wealth, and Reputation, an d this tempted 

the great Men thep at the Hwd of Affairs, 
tp Qgn^Usce their Ad mini ft rat ion, by enter- 
ing into a War with England* which was 
i^dyenly t>ecq?ne a Republick alfe. What 
they topped would have added Strength and 
Fame to $at Authority of which they were 
jtjft be^on^e Maftej $, ba$ the qeite contrary 
Effedk >f for it exhausted their naval Power, 
and by: it* uftfortuaate Iffute lefiened their 
Credit estremely. This they afcrihed ta 
tjie Ri^fl^lipjn ©f feme Officers, they were 
sMi$«4 toejeplft^ and to the Owjtagian.of 

their 
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their Principles amongft the Seamen, which 
acquired forae Degree of Probability, by 
their managing with much better Succefs 
a fecond War with that Nation, after the 
Reftoration of its Monarchy ; and when the 
Lmwefttin Faction employed none but their 
own Creatures. Their good Fortune how- 
ever, 3s it made them infolent, fo it render-* 
ed them hated $ for though Jo An d* Witi y 
who was at the Head of Affairs, lived very 
modeftly, and a£ted with great Moderation, 
yet his Brother Cornelius, though a brave 
and able Man, had fuch a Tinfture erf Va* 
nity, and conduced every Thing with fuch 
an Eclat, as raifed die Envy of the better 
Sort as much as it excited the Jealoufy and 
Averfion of the Populace. 

The Situation of their Affairs, and the 
extraordinary Power of Louis XIV. made 
it neceffary for the Governors of the Re- 
pirblick to court him, which though they 
fometimes did, yet fuch was the haughty 
Spirit of their Adminiftration, that by a 
wanton Difplay of what they took to be 
the Efie&s of their Wifdom and Fortune, 
they provoked that ambitious Monarch to 
«nt*r into a Confederacy which aimed at no 
: 3 lefs 
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Icfs than the Deflxu&ion of the Republick, 
This produced the Invafion of 1672, and 
as that appeared to the People as the~mere 
Effedts of the oftentatious Pride of their 
Rulers, it brought about a fudden and in 
fome Refpefts a bloody Revolution ; the two 
De Witts being murdered by the Mob, the 
Louvefiein Syftem entirely diflblved, and 
William III. Eynce of Orange, by the Abo- 
lition of the perpetual Edid, reftored to the 
high Offices which his Anceftors had dif- 
charged with fo much Glory. The great 
Courage and Prudence with which he con- 
ducted that War, and extricated his Country 
from Difficulties very little inferior to thofe 
again ft which his Great Grandfather ftrug- 
gled t procured to him the ftable Poffeflion of 
thofe Honours which the Inclinations of his 
Countrymen had beftowed, and fixed his 
Authority upon a firm as well as legal 
Bafis. 

When that great Prince raifed himfelf to 
the Throne of the Britijh Dominions, he 
ftill retained the Dignity of Stadtholder, 
which in cafe he had been bleffed with 
Children, was before that Time declared 
hereditary y but wanting this Support, and 

being 
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being obliged to be often abfent, bis Power 
was notwithftanding diminished, while in 
outward Appearance it was at its greateft 
Height. The Remains of the Louvejiein 
Fa&ion, partly by Compliance, and partly 
by dint of the great Intereft of their Fami- 
lies, crept again into Employments ; fo that 
at the Demife of King William, they be- 
came once more in fome Meafure Matters, 
and being taught Prudence and Moderation 
by Adverfity, ftrengthened themfelves im- 
perceptibly, and at length fettled their Sway 
upon a much broader Foundation than it 
had ever flood before. 

It is not known to many People, but the 
Matter of Fad: is neverthelefs true, that 
the protrafting the laft general War, and 
the continual Oppofition given by the Field 
Deputies of the States to the Duke of 
Marlborough, more efpecially at his firft 
Entrance upon his Command of the Army 
of the Allies, was owing entirely to this 
State of Things. The Louveflein Faction- 
were afraid that if either a Battle fhould be 
loft, or their Troops removed at any Di- 
ftance from their Frontiers, the Inhabitants 
of the great Cities would difcover that Dif* 

like 
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like which they knew they bore to their 
Proceedings. The happy Progrefs of that 
Ww made them eafier by Degrees, more 
efpecially after the unfortunate Death of 
his Serene Highnefs the Prince of Orange 
and Nafau, Father to the prefent Stadt- 
holder, who was drowned in his Pafiage at 
Mondyi, July 14, 1 7 j 1 , as he was com- 
ing to the Hague to fettle all Points in Dif- 
ference between the King of Prufia and 
bimfelf, in Relation to the Succeflion of the 
late King William III. the Prince being 
Heir by Will, and the King by Defcent. 

By this unfortunate Accident in fo criti- 
cal a Seafon, when the Claims of the 
Houfe of Orange defcended a feeond Tina* 
to a pofthumous Child, the Steps taken to 
fupport them were rendered abortive, and 
at the fame time it ruined in a manner all 
the Hopes of thofe who were either attached 
by Inclination, or connected by their Cir* 
cumftances to that Houfe. The dominant 
Party taking the Advantage therefore of this 
favourable Opportunity, exerted their ut- 
moft Skill and Power in <Hfpofrog of all 
Places in fuch a Manner as might} render 
thorn' for ever fecure, and prevent fo much 

as 
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as a Glimmering of a Recovery to thtir Op- 
ponents, in which, if they did not ad as wor- 
thy Citizens, they certainly behaved wifely 
upon party Principles, and for fbme Years 
their Scheme was attended with all the Scrc- 
cefs they could wifli ; as is generally the 
Cafe till party Succefs turns upon itfclf. 

But it is now neceflary to apply what 
has been faid, and to give the Reader an 
Idea of the Cbnfequence of this Hiftory to 
our prefent Subjeft. There is nothing fo 
narurat to the Heart of Man as to fuffer his 
private and particular Interefts to get the 
better of his general Obligations, and, as iff 
the prefent Cafe, the prevailing Party h?i<f 
already Sacrificed the Refpe& due to the 
publick to (he Support of their Faftion, fc 
it was very natural for them to let this give 
Way to their domeftick Views, in which 
they were fo much the more ready, as they 
looked upon themfetves Co be now tho- 
roughly fixed, and under no. farther Ne- 
ceffity of keeping any Meafures whatever. 

In this St?te Things continued for many 
Years,, and 1 this Continuance encouraged 
ilich as were mailers of Power to believe it 

a Thing 



a Thing inherent to them, that they had. 
an exclusive Right to enjoy it; and that 
whoever fought to rife without their Con-* 
lent, though he fought it in ever fo honour-, 
able a Manner, was to be regarded as a. 
publick Enemy. A Man might be learned, 
induftrious and rich, might live in what 
Manner he would, build Palaces, fet up 
Equipages, keep Afiemblies, or even Ope- 
ras in his own Houfe unmolefted ; but if 
Aicb a Man lived frugally, was kind to hi& 
poor Neighbours, and took Pains to be ac- 
quainted with the better Sort, at the fame 
time he was held in Sufpicion ; and if he 
attempted to get into the Magistracy , he was 
accounted a dangerous Man. Thefe Ap-= 
prehenfions, grounded upon the known Dis- 
contents of the common People, had fucll 
an Effect upon the Grandees, that infteadl 
of regarding the Welfare and Spirit o£ 
the Republick, they ftudied only to pre- 
serve jit in Peace, and this becaufe they 
fa w plainly that whenever War w*as declar- 
ed or entered into againfi any £nemy, hut 
againft France more efpecially, it would 
fooner or later make a Breach in their Sy- 
stem through which the Stadtholder would 
certainly enter, and bring in his Friends 

with 
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with him, which they dreaded as much as 
the laft Day. 

I may fafely appeal to the Hiftory of 
Europe in general, and to that of this Rc- 
publick in particular, for the Proof of what 
I fay. Treaty after Treaty was made for 
the Sake of preferving or rather patching up 
of Peace, the' military Eftablifhment was 
fnffered to run into great Diforder, their na- 
Tal Power dwindled extreamly, and in fliort 
eVefy Thing funk except Taxes, Debts, 
and the private Fortunes of thefe great Rul- 
ers and their Friends. By this means it 
came to pafs that in a fhort time it was no 
Secret, the Strength of the State was great- 
ly declined, {he was in no Condition to un- 
dertake any Thing extraordinary to deliver 
her but of this Plight, but rather obliged to 
at&ch herfelf fome Way or other to her 
Neighbours, fo as to be fure of Support, 
* and to be out of Danger of taking up Arms. 
Yet even in thefe Circumftances there 
wanted not Men bold enough to profefs 
themfelves Patriots, to compare the prefent 
Condition of the Republick with the paft, 
and to teftify their Wifhes, that the Face 
of Affairs might change fo as to refemble 
..'«. - x what 
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what they Were in fortne* Times. In 
1722 the States of Guelders chofe the 
Prince of Orange their Stadtholder, not* 
withftanding all the Oppofitkm that c6uld 
be given to that Meafure by the Province 
of Holland $ and this alarmed the prevail- 
ing Party exeefiively. They few that fhfe 
would give Life and Spirit to the Patriot** 
and that as hi* Serene Highnefs grew up, 
and difplayed upon all Octafions the hire* 
ditdty Virtues of his Family, the Ntrinber 
ol his Adherents would encreafe, and thofe 
wfcodifl&ed their Management would not 
be without a* Head!, as has beta this Cafe for 
naany Yeftrs, and this heightened their A- 
verfion to every Thiftg that had the kaft 
Appearance 4 of Vigour*, or of Spirit, at the 
feme Time k drove them into that Cora- 
plaWance for a certain po#tfrfirl Neighbour 
which- was fo deteftiikntat to the trufc In- 
ttrefts of £ttr*/£ 

When in ipite of all their Care, arid 
tffeer a long Series of temporizing and no* 
gptiatiflg, they found themfelves obliged to 
take- a Part in the- prefettt War, their Coil-' 
du& was fo ftttftuadng and irregular, that 
k g*» no* fmail Diflatisfe&ioa to both 
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Parties. On the one hand the Allies knew 
not how to depend upon them, and on 
the other hand, notwithftanding all the 
Service they rendered to the French by their 
Ficklenefs and Irrefolution, they alfo were 
At a Lofs how Jto deal with them. In the 
firft Place they tried by the Intrigues of 
Fenelon and his Succeflbr to engage them 
in a Neutrality, to which they {hewed at 
once an Inclination and a Reluctance. The 
former was the Effe&s of the true Spirit of 
their Government, which was to take care 
of themfelves and let what would be- 
come of the reft of the World ; the latter 
proceeded from their Fear ; for it was now 
evident enough that the People abhorred fo 
dishonourable a Meafure, and were inclin- 
ed to hazard any thing rather than (ink 
into fo Shameful a State of Dependance on 
that Power, which of all others they had 
. moil reafon to fear. 

To bring the Matter therefore, to fome 
Iffuc, .the French Court took the Refolu- 
tion of making ufe of Force, and. this in- 
duced them to transfer the War into the 
Low-CountrieS) and to attack the Barrier, 
which certainly was po Part of their ori- 

C ginal 



[ 1 8 ] 

ginal Defign, and which neither could, nor 
has contributed much to the facilitating 
their Views. In this Invafion they had all 
the Succefs they could defire in the Field, 
but none at all in the great Point of the Neu- 
trality, which by this time was become more 
difficult and more dangerous for thefe great 
Statefmen to conclude, fince their Syftem 
was now thoroughly irianifeft 5 and from 
the ftrange Manner in which the War had 
been conducted, their Forces fo much 
weakened, that they were as little able to 
impofe by Violence upon their Subje<fls, as 
to oppofe their Enemies. In the mean 
time the length of the War grew infup- 
portable to the French, and they found 
themfelves under an abfolu.te Neceffity of 
coming to Extremities, and trying what 
might be done by falling upon the Ter- 
ritories of the States, which hitherto had 
been refpedted. There is but too much 
Caufe to believe that this was not alto- 
gether unforefeen in Holland*; and the 
French Generals, from the natural Info- 
lence and Impetuofityof that Nation, made 
fo little a Secret of the Expectations of 
their Court when they fell upon Dutch Flan- 
ders, that the Populace, who had long be- 
. .1 fore 



t "9 1 

fore opened their Eyes, were tempted by 
Defpair to open their Mouths too, and to 
declare in plain Terms againft the Govern- 
ment that either by Connivance or Con- 
trivance had facrificed them. 

The only Expedient they Could have 
recourfe to, was fetting up his Serene 
Highnefs the Prince of Orange and Naf- 
fau for Stadtholder, and therefore there 
is no kind of Wonder that they had re- 
courfe to it ; but however the Spirits of the 
Nation were funk to fuch a Degree, that 
whatever Figure the Mobs might make in 
the Gazettes that brought this important 
Event about, I can affirm that they were 
in themfelves very incbnfiderable, and that 
two or three good Troops of Horfe might 
have difperfed them with great Eafe. The 
Reader muft have a cane of conceiving 
from hence, that thofe who wiflied well to 
this Revolution were only the Dregs of the 
People, for there is nothing lefs true * but 
thofe who wiihed well to it contented 
themfelves with thofe Wifties, and were 
afraid to give any publick Signs of their 
Satisfaction 'till it became dangerous not to 
do it, and then feeing the Strength of their 
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own Party, they were amazed it had not 
been brought about long before. Yet they 
fuffcred themfelves to be impofed upon 
by Appearances, and to believe that the 
Facility with which this great Change had 
been inftantaneoufly produced, was a good 
Omen of its proving as effectual as they 
could defire it; and therefore either from a 
Return of Indolence, or an unreafonabie Ti- 
midity of a&ing agabft thofe to whom they 
had fo long fubmittcd, they left the Ac^ 
eomplifhment of this great Work to the 
Populace who had begun it. 

* a 

I 

. f 

It is very certain that if thefe poor Peo- 
ple Tiad known as well h$w to go about 
their Affairs, as they knew what they 
would have been at, they would have per- 
formed the whole Bufinefs of a Reforma- 
tion to a Mitacle ; and as it was they pro- 
cured thofe Refolutions which have been 
the Bafis of all that has been done fince, 
and which will in the End become the 
fundamental Principles of the Belgick Li- 
berty, either by a Reftoration of the old Con- 
ftitutieri, or the conftrufting it anew. But 
how'upright foever their Intentions might 
be, the boiftcrous Manner in. which they 

purfued 
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purfued tbcm was manifeftly inconfiften* 
with aay kind of Government ; and there- 
fore ihftead of countenancing them the 
Prince-Stadtholder found himfelf under a 
Neceflity of reftraining them. This Very 
neoeffary Step had two very unlucky Con- 
fequences ; the firft, that it encouraged the 
fcdlen Party to form new Schemes ; and 
the next, that it not only damped the Spi- 
rits of the Populace, hut induced thofe 
who fecretly approved their Proceedings, td 
furpecft th^t Things would take another 
new Turn, and that the old Fadion would 
avail them felv es of the Stadtholder's An«* 
thority.. Thefe Notifies floating in Ped- 
pic's Heads, prdduced • fgr fome Time a 
Confufidn that no Wards can defcribe, and 
of whicfai it is impoflibfe that any £hou}d 
form an Ideay except thofe who faw and 
obferved its Effects. By Degrees all Ranka 
of People returned to their original Senti- 
ments y the Patrons of the ofcl Syfltem found 
theiftfelves rather frighted than hurt ; they 
were ftill In the quiet Pofleffion not only of 
their private Fortunes, but of their Potts 
in theOwernrairnt, aftd this te m pt ed them 
to make their utmpft Efforts ^o procure 
fuch a Countenance to their former Pro 

C 3 ceedings, 
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ceedirigs, as might make it appear both at 
Home and Abroad, that what they did was 
with the Confent of the Nation. While 
they had this great Point in View, they 
forgot the Promifes which they had made 
the People in the beginning of the current 
Year, and to the Performance of which 
they expected it would be impoffible to 
cal] them, on the Score of. a very dange- 
rous Diftemper with which his Serene 
Highnefs was theii affli&ed, the Iflue of 
which being very doubtful itfelf, kept the 
Hopes of fome and the Fears of others in 
Sufpence ; by which, . as the domeftick 
Oeconomy of the Republic k fuffcted ex-* 
ceedingly, fo it is to be feared the comr 
njon Caufe met with irreparable Damage 
by the Negleft of the War, as important 
in its Confequences, as in its Nature it was 
juft. 

Human Policy maybe compared to the I- 
sriage of Janus, the Eyes in theHead that look 
backward being infinitely better than, thofe 
that refpeft prefeni Qr future Events. It is 
very certain that good Patriots at this Junfture 
were qnder violent Apptehenfions j and J 
dare fay there was not a fingle Mania 
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Holland that forefaw the Conferences of 
this dull and indolent Supinenefs at a Seafon 
that required the utmoft Activity, as well 
as the greateft Circumfpedion. It had 
however good Effeds, for the People's 
Patience being quite wore out, and no 
Sign of the Performance of what had been 
promifed them, they refumed the Work 
of Reformation, and refolved to demolish 
the Farms. When once this Humour 
broke out k fpread like Wild-Fire, Publi- 
cans were ever hated in all Countries and 
by all Nations, that is, thofe who fpoil 
their Neighbours under Colour of execut- 
ing the Laws, but in reality to enrich 
themfeives. This was plainly and unde- 
niably the Cafe of the Farmers, from the 
biggeft to the lead, and whatever Autho- 
rities they might derive from the Laws, 
there is no doubt that their Infolence, 
their Luxury, and their Profufion was their 
own, and for thefe they were puniflied. 

One would have imagined that the 
(horteft and moft natural Way of putting 
a Stop to thefe Diforders, had been to have 
complied with the Promifes made to the 
People in the Month of January, and thia 
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was the very Method to which the Ma- 
giftrates in fome Cities were inclined to 
have Recourfe $ but the Lovers of the old 
Syftem, who could not bear the Thoughts 
of lofing the Farms and the Farmers, 
which afforded at once a large Revenue, 
and a numerous Militia interpofed, cancelled 
the publick Ads of thofe Magiflxates, and 
endeavoured to maintain as effential to the 
Government what was become an infup- 
portable Burthen upon the People, toward* 
which they made a very free Ufe of his 
Serene Highnefs's Name, endeavouring to 
cover their own Meafures behind his Titles. 
This tho' well contrived, proved but a very 
feeble Expedient. Weak and infirm afc 
his Highnefs was, he fhewed the true Spi- 
rit and generous Refolutions of his illuftri- 
ous Family, he came in Perfon and. offered 
that Propofition, which gave new Life to 
the Republick, by (hewing the Plan upon 
which he meant to proceed, and that he 
was in earneft refolved to put the Govern- 
ment upon its old and right Foundation, 
the Love, the Fidelity and Confidence of 
all its Subje&s, ' 
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But however wife, however prudent, 
however juft, however reafonable, and 
however kind and tender his Serene High- 
nefs's Sentiments might be, they could 
not bring over thofe who thought tfefem 
contrary to their particular Interefts, arid 
therefore forgetting that Oppreffion Witt 
make wife Men mad, and much more 
the common and vulgar Sort of People, 
they by an ill-timed Exertion of their Au- 
thority and a prepofterous Affedfcation of 
fupporting it by Severity, increafed thofe 
Sufpicions that were already but too ftrong, 
of their aiming at the Revival or rather 
Continuance of that Syftem which they 
had ever abetted. As they gave a very 
fignal Inftance of this at Amfitrdam^ it 
engaged the Inhabitants of that City, of all 
Ranks and Degrees, in the Con fi deration 
of the Conferences that muft attend the 
fuffering Things to remain longer in fo un* 
fettled a Condition, and produced a fttong 
Defire in all thofe who wiftied Well to tht 
Profperity of the Publfck in general, and 
to the Welfare of that great, opulent and 
trading City in particular, to fee things 
brought to fome kind of Settlement $ that 
they might know what they had to de- 
pend 
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pend upon for their Life-time, and in what 
Circumftances they were to leave their 
Pofterity. They had heard much of the 
Freedom of their Country, and this was 
continually preached to them as an Argu-^ 
ment that ought to make them eafy under 
immenfe Expences which they were con- 
tinually at, for preferving this nominal 
Freedom of which they never taftcd. 

To make this clear we mod take a View 
of the Conftitution of the City, the Na- 
ture of its Regency, the Offices of its 
principal Magistrates, the Extent of their 
Authority, and the Manner in which they 
were chofen ; for without a perfed and 
diftind Knowledge of thefe Things, it is 
impoffible to frame a right Judgment on 
the Merits of this Caufe, and to diftinguifb 
between the contending Parties, who were 
in the right and who were in the wrong $ 
how far the Complainants had a Claim to be 
relieved, and in what Refpefts there was 
a Danger of bringing in new Inconveniences, 
and another kind of Oppreffion, under 
Colour of redreffing the paft, and prevent- 
ing the like in time to come. In order 
to this it Plight be both entertaining and 

inftru&ive 
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inftru&ive if we fhould afccnd beyond the 
Limits of the prefent Age, and take a 
View of the ancient Privileges of the In- 
habitants of the Dutch Cities, thofe that 
were particularly granted to Jmfterdam 
when it became a City, the Manner in 
which they have been changed, and the 
Confequences which thofe Changes have 
produced ; but this would take up a great 
deal of Time, tho* I cannot fay they 
would lead us beyond the Limits of our 
prefent Enquiry, but we will confine our- 
felves to the prefent Times and take things 
as they ftand. 
• ■ 

The fupreme Magiftrates in Amfterdam^ are 
the Hoff Scbout and the four Burgo matters, 
who, with the Council or Senate of thirty-fix, 
have the intire Direction and Management of 
publick Affairs ; that is to fay, they either have 
in their own Pofleffion all the great Offices, or 
have the beftowing them upon others ; they 
difpenfe J u ft ice in civil and criminal Cafes, 
in the latter -without Appeal ; they have the 
fole Right to decide what Money is want- 
ing, after what Manner it (hall be raifed, 
and how it (hall be laid out, The Regent 
Jtaojjwfter for the Time t»ing has this 
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Difpofition of the Places that fall while he 
is in that Office, and fuch an Influence this 
Body of People hare had, that though 
fomc Shadow of Freedom was refervcd in the 
Choice ef the Officers^of the Militia, yet 
the Field Officers have been generally of 
the Regency, and are by this Means Mailers 
of the Lives, Properties, and military Strength 
of the Citizens, which they may difpofe; 
at their Pleafure, without Fear of bding 
called to an Account, fincc the Counfellors 
are for Life; and when Death makes any* 
Vacancy, it is filled up by themfelves ; fa 
that when once a Regency is formed,' there 
is nothing eafier than to keep it, and to 
prevent any Man getting into it who has 
not the ftrongeft Recommendations to that 
Poft, by his Connexions with thofc who 
have fet in that Senate before ; whence we 
may readily apprehend, that the Stuff thefe 
People are made of, is intircly of one Co* 
lour. 

It is very eafy to diftern, even from this- 
fhort Defcription, in which alt the efiential 
Points are contained, that the Government 
of Amfterdam was a dineft Oligarchy \ and; 
indeed the fame Thing might be ftid of 

many 
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many other Places, and fome other great 
Aflemblies in the Province. The Reader 
cannot now be at a Lofs to learn either how 
the did Syftem was fupported, why it Qutliv- 
ed the Choice of a Stadtholder, or what put 
the People in Fear, that it might refume in 
a (hbrt Time its former Force, as they 
plainly faw that its old Temper was not in 
the kaft changed. He will likewife find 
no great Difficulty in penetrating the Caufe 
why the Regency had a confiderable Party, 
fuch as are in Pofleffion of Power, and have 
the Difpofltion of Offices, can never want 
it ; neither will it be any longer a Myftery, 
why fome of the richeft Families, % and fome 
fel the wofthieft Men in the City were not 
eager in refenting their Exclufion from 
Offices, which however they would have 
been proud of obtaining, becaufe People 
in eafy Circumftances, and Perfons naturally 
of a quiet Temper, are feldom bufy in pro* 
moting Revolutions, for Fear of being made 
^anfwerable for their Conduft, in cafe any 
Attempt, In which they imbark, (hould mis- 
carry. The Reader having run over thefe 
Remarks in his own Mind, will enter, with- 
out the lead Hesitation, into the remaining 
Part of this Hiftory, and fee nothing in it 

fo 
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fo marvellous and amazing as the' Authors 
of certain German Gazettes have been pleafed 
to reprefent it. There are fomc Writers 
who delight in Prodigy, and afFedl to fet 
out every Thing in Terms of Surprize and 
Wonder ; for my Part, . that have lived 
long in the World, I am paft being amazed 
at any Thing, and therefore look upon it as 
the beft Method of writing, to aim at the 
Difcovery of the real Caufes of Things, 
which, generally fpeaking, ferves to deftroy 
that Appearance of Miracle, which afto- 
nifhes thofe who take only a fuperficial 
View of political Events. 

After the great Difturbance about the 
Farmers was over, a certain Traafa£tion 
happened, which, as it gave great Occafion 
of Diftafte, fo it opened the Mouths of 
Multitudes, who fpoke their Sentiments ve- 
ry freely of the Servitude they were in, and 
of the Senfe they had of that Yoke* from 
which, through the late Change in the Go- 
vernment, they were in Hopes of being 
abfolutely delivered ; and though thefe 
Murmurs neither rofc to the Height of 
Tumults on one Side, or fettled into any 
rational or well formed Scheme on the 

other, 
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other, yet they ferved to difcover the Senti- 
ments of the greater Part of the Burghers, 
and to (hew plainly, that if any attempted 
to fet a Reformation on foot, they could 
hardly fail of Support. It was this that 
encouraged fome a&ive and enterprizing 
Perfons to take into Confideration the Pof- 
iibility of emancipating their fellow Citi- 
zens, and reftoring the City of Amjierdam 
to that Weight and Figure (he formerly 
had, by making all her Inhabitants Sharers 
of thofe Privileges and Immunities, to which 
they were entitled, as well by particular 
Laws, is by the general Conftitution of the 
Republick. 

Amongft thefe honeft, well-meaning, 
and free fpirited People, was one Mr. Da r 
niel Raap y a considerable Dealer in China- 
ware, a Man no way diftinguifhed by the 
Bulk of his Eflate, by his Connections with 
potent, Families, or by any other Kind of 
Influence than what arofe from his general 
Charadter -, being a very honeft Man, and 
a difinterefted Patriot. He opened his 
Mind upon this Subjedfc to Mr. Jacob Huy~ 
ter y Mr. Eiias Cbappen> and fome other 
of his Friends, who^ like himfelf, were not 
I either 
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cither rich or potent, but at the fame Time 
Perfons of fair Character, and Men of Sub- 
ftance. As Mr. Raap, with a great deal of 
good Senfe, has a very happy Talent in Ex- 
preflion, and is as well read as mod Men 
in the Hiftory of his own Country, fo he 
quickly gave his Friends true and right No- 
tions of Things ; (hewed them v^hat might 
be infixed upon with Reafon, and where 
the general Notions of thofe who differed 
in Opinion from their Rulers, ran into Wild«- 
nefs and Chimera. He accuftomed them to 
advance nothing that they could not prove, 
to forefee the Obje&ions that might be made 
to their Demands, and to anfwer them fully 
and fairly in very modeft and yet pathetic 
Terms with much Poignancy, but without 
any Mixture of Indecency, As thefe Dif- 
courfes were vety pleafant to them* and as 
by Degrees they introduced new Members 
into their little Affemblies, it was not long 
- before Mr. Raap faw himfelf very much 
confidered, which inftead of making him 
vain, affedted him rather with Melancholy, 
; for he is none of thofe frothy Spirits that 
delight in fine fpeaking, and hearing the 
Applaufc of fuch as compofe his Audience, 
but a Man of a Ib'uod Mind and folid 
'i Head, 
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(lead, equally ready to hazard all for hi* 
Country's Service, and afraid of hazarding 
his Reputation without being able to render 
her any Service* , 

As foon therefore ; as he faw his Party 
was grown numerous enough to be thought 
fo, and not -a Cabal of rath and indifcreet 
People, he defired a general Meeting, at 
which he laid before them the Nature of 
his Defign, which was to prefs the immedi- 
v ate Performance of what had been promi- 
fed on certain capital Heads, which he 
(hewed them could not fail of making Way 
for that thorough Reformation, which they 
fo much defired. . When he had done this, 
he told them, that he was fo far from feek- 
ing or wifhiftg an implicit Concurrence, that 
he hoped, and if he might be allowed the 
Exprefliori, infifted upon hearing any Diffi- 
culty that could be darted, with refped: tp 
the Scheme he had laid before them; He 
faid, he was well fiware, that many would 
be met with in the Execution of his Plan* 
that he had maturely revolved in his own 
Mind fueh as came into his Thoughts; but 
that he very well knew a Man was natu- 
rally partial to a Prpjeft of his own con* 

D triving i 
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trivlng, and therefore be begged it as the 
greateft favour any bf his Friends could do 
him, - that they would take the other Side 
of the Argument upon this Occafion, and 
(hew him freely and without Referve, any 
Miftakes into which he had fallen ; adding, 
that it was much better to hear them frodi 
them than from his Enemies, and infinite- 
\y more expedient to confider them now, 
than when they were engaged beyond the 
Power of Retreating. 

. . This occasioned a very deep Silence a- 
morigft his little Senate, till at laft one of 
the nioft knowing and confiderable Perfons 
prefent ftood up* and after having com- 
mended the Franknefs and fair Dealing of 
Mr.Raap, and aflured him and his Friends 
that he Wiihed as well to the Defign as any 
pf them, he proceeded to obferve, that 
there were indeed many and great Objc&f- 
oris, that might be offered againft this Plan, 
Which affe&ed him fo much the more, as 
he Was very fenfible, that a better Plan 
could hot be contrived j but it was a very 
:w6ighty and important Defign they had un- 
der Confideration, which they were fure 
would be. oppofed, not only by a very* 

extenfive 
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% feftenfive Influence, bijt by a, verjr great 
Weight qf cq^I Power j that to encounter 
this it was neceflary, they {hould have th£ 
AfSftance or tb$ Countenance at leaft, oi , 
a great many Perfons* of Figure and For- 
tune ^ aijd Jhat though be knew no w<>£* 
thier Men^ tha$ tfiofe he then ij%w> y?t he 
Was, farry tq f*y they were not fuch ad he. 
had defcribed, *gid, as, hq though^ abfplutcly 
tequifite tQ aflift in conducing fuch 311 Af- 
fair j that the Times were very unfetUec^ 
and that they were far from being in the 
SecxetSj either of the n$\ff Adn^iniftration 
or the old \ apd therefore could never b£ 
fate, whether they were in the right Road* 
or a&ng far or agai^ft tho(e, to whom they* 
wished weU y t.H?t how confcious foever thfc 
might be of the Uprightness of their owa 
Intentions, and h®w certain foever it was, 
that their lptentitins Were agreeable to the 
true Intereft$ of the Republickj and qf the 
City,, yet they might be liable to great Im* 
pqtations ; and that top many Inftances 
might be given from other Countries, and 
their own, of tr«e Patriots* being miftakefl 
for* and treated as Tray tors* ; that above all 
it feemed to be very doubtful, whether an At- 
tempt Qf this Kind might not be fo mifrepre- 

D 2 fented, 
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fented, to an illuftrious Perfon, as to appear 
prejudicial to his Interefts or Authority, 
and fo deprive them of the only Approbation 
they fought, and the fingle Prote&ion, under 
which they could be fafe 5 that for thefc 
Reafons he fubmitted it to them, whether 
it was prudent to proceed farther at this 
Juncture, or to continue filent Well-wiihers 
to their City and Country, clofing all with 
ah Affurance, that he would concur with 
the Majority. 

,It is not in Words to defcribe the ftrange 
Influence that this Harangue, the Subftance 
of which only I have given, had upon the 
Minds of almoft every one prefent. From 
an Air of Livelinefs and Spirit, that fat on 
every Face, when Mr. Raap .had done 
fpeaking, there fucceeded Looks of Cloudi- ' 
nefs and Dejedion, a profound Silence at 
firft. but of ihort Continuance, and then 
broken Murmurs, of Difficulties not to be 
got over, Dangers it would be Ma,dnefs to 
run, and the Rifque there was in liftening 
tb Propofitions, of fuch a Nature, how fpe- 
cious foever, Mr. Raap alone remained 
filent and calm, without the leaft Alteration 
li\ his Countenance, and as if he was at- 
tentive 
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tentive to any Thing, that might farther be 
offered. But when he perceived, that many 
were uneafy to be gone, and that fome 
who exprefled infinitely more Zeal than 
himfelf, were mod forward to break up 
the Aflembly, he took the Freedom to in- 
terpofe, and to afk whether they thought 
he. was mad enough to venture upon fuch 
a Propofal, without having confidered the 
Confequences ; that he had heard nothing 
upon which he had not refleded before, and 
that if they pleafed, he would acquaint 
them freely with the Refult of his Medi- 
tations. This produced a little Buttle, but 
air was foon quiet again, and then with an 
Air of greater Boldnefs and Spirit than he 
. had ever put on, he proceeded thus. 

i 

Countrymen, and Friends to your Country , 

fc If the Fear of Danger were fufficient 
* c tp fright Men from hioneft Purpofes, 
" no great or good Adtion would ever be 
cc atchieved. What Perils do not Thieves 
'< and Robbers affront for the Sake of 
<c Spoil ? And (hall Avjirke, or Thirft of 
I " Pleafure or Luft of any Kind, ipfpirit 

' * Men more than the Love of Virtue and 

Dj " Zeal 
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ten Thousands of Friends. Can you ima* 
* c gine that when the Peafants of Zealand 
t€ declared For a Stadtholder, they had taken 

* fi even fo much thought as we ? Do you 
" believethat they troubled themfclves much 

ilCI what Party they fhould jprovoke, 'brtohat 

■ " Party they fhould bbfigfe ? Nothing like 
f * it, Yfet they afted Iffcfr wife and brave 
f< Men, for they a£ted upon right PrincU 
M pies, and with that Spirit which the E? 
Ic mergency required; They faw their Cbuh-? 
" try over-run by foreign Enemies, they 
" found the Government under which tliey 
* c lived unable to proteft them 5 ' upon 

" ff whichj Without defpalrihg, arid fiibmit-? 

- f c ting to become Slaves, ( they declared for 

: u z Stadtholder who 'might protect' them. 

1 *<; This Truth 1 , once fpokW aloud; &d the 

• < c Bufinefs^ for all Men love Truth, though 
* c they date not fpeak it j therefore take "off 
* c the Danger, or rather (eem i to take it off 
#l by declaring what is Truth, and the 
<f Friends ' of Truth' will quickly appear fa 

• * f numerous, as to put yptf really out of 
< u Danger; % v : ..* \ ■. , ' 

\ • - 

• - '< What I have faid i^inAnlPwer to' an- 

1 '** pthec'grttit Obje&ibn;' that ' we> icannot 
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* f tell how outf Intentions will he token, th^C 
€C the beft Meanings may be mifreprefent* 
cc ed, and that in this Country, as well as 
<c irr others, true Patriots have beep firft 
€C called Traitors, and then treated as fadi. 
€€ But my Friends, whence does all this 
" proceed ? Truly from nothing elfe but 
" from Men's betraying their own Caufe by 
hiding and concealing it. This is the 
" only Way th^t Truth can be ihjured, if 
cc Men who mean well will take the very 
"fame Meafures that Men would take 
fc who meant ever fo ill, they mifreprefent 
"themfeives, or at leaft they afford tteir 
<c Enemies a Colour which countenancess 
" their Mifreprefentations. For this very 
" Reafon I will never meet in private again. 
" Our Affair is that of the Publick, our 
<c * Afiemblies therefore, ought to be publick, 
" let Confpirators hide themfeives in Dens 
* c and Darknefs, but let fuch as profefs and 
li know themfeives to be Patriots feek' 
" the Light. We may be well thought a 
<€ Cabal if we meet in fecret, or confiilt in 
%i private $ but when our Meetings ?nd Pur- 
*' pofes are open, there can be no fuch Im- 
< ( putation > neither let us be in Pain about 
** \vhat we {hall fpeak, or what others may 
^ < c fpeak 



*S(p%Ic of ,«••* if yrfot w^ajm aj# fi?r the 

V p&bU<& Gqpd, the pe^go will jjx$k for 

V jtfclf, .and .we .fljaU either prevail an^ car- 
"jyour- Ppjqt wjfh Honour, or jf net it 
*f wiU bs wpoflible to fat any Qdium upon 
*• .uSjbe^ufe we iha,ll havc ( a«ioaj^ind Wit- 

V neflgs pfoqr Jnppccnqe, &d pf ,the Up- 
" nghtoe,fs .pf.o»r Intentions. Series, we 
".live in jarCountry,govern,eo! byJLawSj .and 
** ap .we, mean not to.fubvert,h;Jt-tojfujg>©it 

" % the ,1/aws, . it is inapbipble' $$.$# &a ws * 
'Vfrwld.hnrt \w. 
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^ C ^8 >to lithpt . illuftriojfs Ee»f#p >j)pder 
w^ofcPrqtc^ion alone wc, c#a beJkfe* it 
is jfos gre^teft Simplicity jatfre \^kUo 
" f jfor be-jfypld mift^kq fturf^e^g, if 
"^we ^(pp^e.ip^ke ,*he jPu^lick /fenfiblc,of 
c< 5^9-t j^c,inf?an. Far my, Part J, have 4ao 
" ..filqftojti ftf th^t (ecret and, referyefl J'fijrfcr- 
<c 4i$fs« foe aoy:Fara%,how Hluftrjtaqs fpever, 
" ^h^fjb^S'iiot^oi^ded, jn^in ^ual.R^ard 
V.Jjpr.ifre pijihlick Good. -;P love #ndjl je$ecm 
^V.the.Pfi^c^s.tbe.Prptp^or, fattier, } aod 
".jpdlycircr [qf^Cau^fzy, . ;( and f % T tbis 
• f ftqifon .,1 affi ( co^ffjt t^t ^e ^y T dc- 
<c ^c^d Wjpop Jys Prptc^tipiij jif our JJn^nti- 
" pas, ;^nd ; $e JMajuier, qf ..cfxp^iijijipg, our 
.," - " Inten- 
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"Jntettfiaas tkfervc ait. Me xan <havfe no 
" Interoftedimibodfe idf his CooBtry, and as 
ip £1 wb aipratis the Service of our iConn- 
^ try, fck Inteucfts and ours arc the fame. 
*' HbhasxtelivcfedthcJRcpablick, wezmean 
'* to deliver the Cky, there is no doubt 
* c therefore itbat he will efpoufe ' and fuppott 
f4 us j nor is it poffibie that he fhootdaban- 
«f don or fxfcfcrt ois unlets we defert our 
Miches. 

"Ebr,* ray Friends, let me tell iyou onie 

t € bold Truth, rif we go not farther we ha ve 

^aheady goaetoofcr. We ha*eembrac- 

** ed r &Atimeiits direaiy opp^fite /to thbfe 

^ of our Gcnremof? ; this is already too well 

'* deflown for us to 'he fafe uiUefs we pro- 

^tceed. We rouft convince -die' World* we 

J**r0tight, orit^wiJl be taken for granted 

€i that weare wrong. But let as do this in 

" % legal Way, let us not cabal or confpire, 

" neither let tis ran kito Riots or rebel, we 

<c have a good Caufe, and let us (hew th& 

^ we we oonfeious of having a good Caufe, 

|C by a&ifcg like Men -who have fuch a one, 

* c and then we need not fear the Jflue, 
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" To fifencc all your Apprchenfions, let 
me give jou thefe three Cautions; be fute 
in the firft Place of what you ; would be 
<c at, ftate and fettle your Demands apcord- 
u ing to jthe Diftates of Juftice, and the 
i( Rules prefcribed by the Lows, and theta 
" though you fhould be overcome, you 
^ can. never be confourided,, .your very Ene- 
.*' mies will refped Juftice (a far as to be 
c< content with Vi&ory, and not. think of 
<c Revenge. Let the Methods you. take to 
-'< obtain your Defires be confident with Du- 

V ty ajpd .Decency, and they f can. never: be 
u conftrued into Paction, Sedition, and Cotf- 

V fpiracy. Shew yourfelve$ good Mcfc in 
]«. bad Times; and depeod . upon it the 
<c Times will rtnend. . JLaftly* let me cafctt- 
< l tion youiagaiafl Intrigues* .or waiting ft* 
," Inftru&jDQ& £ rom the Jftgw. . You have 
<? no need of *thefe, for out. Regency faiay 
, <c redrefs our . Grievances if ( tfcey will, and 
€< if they will redrefs them we need refort 
" no farther. If they will wit, Rcdrefs need 

/* not be fought,, it will come. of itfelf from 
" another. Quarter. . Believe me, the Reign 
c< of Qppueflion is at m Ead, .provided thofe 
<c who are opprefied have the Courage to 
€ * fpeak. To fay that we are a frpe Peo* 

' - . " p 1c » 
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pie, arc injured, and have no Right td 
c * complain, is to talk Nonfenfe ; to fay 
that we have a Right, and we do not ufe 
it, is to accufe ourfelves. On the whole, 
" let us aft as well as think, like wife and 
€ * honeft Men, and leave the reft to Provi- 
" dence, which, if we diftruft not, it will 
c< certainly condudt our juft Meafures to their 
, <c proper End." 

* ■ * * 

T*his Speech produced all the Effects 
that could be expedfed from it^ the Perfon 
who made the Objections was the firft to 
declare that he had received ample Satis- 
faction, and that he was very ready and 
willing to % concur in any Meafures that 
fhould be judged expedient for carrying this 
Plan into Execution. The reft followed 
his Example, and feemed to fpeak with fo 
much greater Spirit and Warmth, that 
they might efface from the Mind of their 
Chief all Remembrance* of that Deje&ion 
and Confufion they had difcovered but a 
little before. Yet I think it may be doubt- 
ed whether the preceding Speech carries in 
it fo much of Argument as of Energy, 
and to fpeak my own Sentiments of it 
freely, I muft confefs that it appears to 

have 



have wrought rather by awakening right 
Notions in the Minds of its Hearers, thaii 
by v prcfenting to their View one of thofe 
fair Profpe&s that might have been painted 
fey the Pencil of Hope. In fhort, as that 
Cloud of Objections was thrown like a 
Veil over the Facer of Truth, fot ar to hid* 
or difguife her Features, the Strength of 
this Harangue confifts in taking it away, 
and reftoring to every Man his firft Ideas* 
which bad been darkened and obfcured by 
thofe Di&ates; of Fear > neither do I fay 
this with any View of lefleoing the Elo- 
quence of the Speaker » fo far from it, that 
I hope I have placed it in the true Point of 
Light* The Power of fpeaking is a Gift 
of Nature, and a Man is no more to be 
admired for being eloquent than for being' 
handfome. In this he {hewed his Judgment, 
that he made a right Ufe of his Eloquence* 
and took precifely that Method of treating 
his Snbjeft, which was convenient in Point 
of Time, fuitabde to the Circumftances of 
Things, and proper to affe& his Audience. 
The true End of Eloquence is to perfuade* 
and he to jio knows how tp cloath bis 
Wor4s io Language that will do this, is an 
Orator iadeed, 

j When 



t 47 J 
• When tfrk Defigrt was ripened t© a }uft 
fcfctarky, it Was refolded to hold a pflblfck 
Aflem% at the old Xft;&, a Place appet* 
taming of fight to the fiurgftdrs, arid where 
in former Times they were wont Co exef* 
ctfe th*mfelves ia Aootifig, now kt by dtf 
Magiftratcs for a Hotofe of Efitfcrt*inrtwnt, 
which as it had one Vcfy targe Rootfr atkt 
other good Apartments, was extremely fit 
for the Ptrpoffe. The flfft A&mfcly was 
held there Ju£*ft 9, 1748, at which wits 
prefent a <*fy large Nmfitftf of PttfdasV 
moil of ftetn of the middle Sort, and fern* 
alfo df the rfioft cenfiderabte Birtghttfc. 
When the Afembly was pretty rail Mr* 
J&wp mddft them a Speech, which is If 
has been already in Print I {hall flot trail- 
fcribfc, wherein he informed them of the 
Califes for Which they met, exhorted thtftt* 
to proceed with the greateft Regularity) 
Decency, and Duty towards the Magiftrates, 
mentioned the Points contained ki the Peti- 
tion, that it was propbfed mould be pw- 
fented to the Regency, and fmiflwd by m- 
imitating thatit would be right to fettle a 
Cornnliftee of proper Pfcrfonsibr inquiring 
into the Privileges and Immunities granted 
to the Townfmen by their ancient Charter, 
V in 
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m Order tb the taking of proper Me a fb res 
for recovering fuch of them as were either 
fallen into Difluetude, or of which the Citizens 
had been otherwife deprived. This Speech 
was universally applauded, and many thou- 
fattds figned the Petition fpontaneoufly, for 

• there was not the leaft Compulfion ufed of 
any Kind to procure. Hands. 

- This Petition, which was conceived in the 
moft refpe&ful Terms, and in which it 

* was declared that the Citizens meant nothing 
beyond .the Bounds of Right and Juftice, 
and in that Refpeft fubmitted all their 

- Demands to the mature Consideration of 
their Magistrates, infifted on the following 
Points, which they fuggefted were abfo- 
lutely necefiary to be immediately granted, 
for reftoring and preferving the publick 
Tranquillity. 

I. That the Revenue arifing from the Poft- 
Office oiAmfterdam be put into the Hands of 
his Serene Highnefs the Prince Stadtholder, 
as has been already done in the other Towns 
in the Province of Holland, in Truft for the 
Benefit of the Publick » 

* 

1 II. that 



'* 



L 49 ] 

II. That the fcandalous Abufcs crept into 
the Diflribution of Offices be redreffed with- 
out Delay, conformable to the pcudent and 
publick fpirited Propofition of his Serene 
Highnefs to their noble Mightinefles the 
States of Holland on the 25 th pf J tine laft, 
grounded upon the Refolutions of their noble 
Mightineffes themfelves, dated Nov. nth 
1747, and Jan 3 \fi 1748. fo that for the 
future all Offices may be difcharged by Ci- 
tizens refident in Anfierdam. 

* 

\ 

III. That the Burghers be immediately 
reftored to their Privileges, and that parti- 
cularly they may be at Liberty to chufe the 
Colonels and Captains of the Militia with- 
out Reftraint, with a Provifo, that if any 
of thofe Officers fhould afterwards become 
one of the Regency, his Command may be- 
come void. 

It is eafy to difcern that every one of 
thefe Demands had ho other Tendency than 
to promote the Welfare of the Province in 
general, and of the Citizens of Amjierdarn 
in particular. T&e Revenue arifing from 
the Pofts being Money a&ually raifed up- 
on the Publick, ought in Equity to be ap- 

E plied 
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plied for the publick Service, mflead of 
contributing to the enriching and raifrag 
Fortunes for particular Pe^fons^ fince, to 
EHe£t> this was quartering fuch Perfons up- 
on the Publick without Juftice or Reafon^ 
The fecond was a Demand perfectly well 
fouraded in the Opinion of die Prince Sttdt* 
holder, and the States- and the Dates of the 
Resolutions plainly prove that there was no- 
thing, of Haftinefs or Impatience in th& 
Burghers, defiringthc Redrefs of Grievanc- 
es, which their Sovereigns had fo long ago 
acknowledged to he fochi The lafl De- 
mand wad calculated to emancipate the Gi- 
tiz&nti frbnv that unreasonable and unconfti- 
tufional Subjedtion, in which they were 
held by th» Regency, who^ by appointing: 
Colonek and Capfiairts, . had fuch; an Influ- 
ence in all Councils of War, dial, nothing 
CQuld be decided in them agreeable to thcr- 
true Sentiments of thofe they were under- 
ftood to reprefent, fo that the Burghers 
were entirely deprived of (fhe Means off ex- . 
prefling their Senfeupow apy Oeoafion, or 
of. makings a- legal Application for the Re- 
drefe of any Grievances they might aft any 
Time (offer,, which was a Thing utterly 

kicon- 
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incorififtenf with # the vcfy Notion of their 
bchig free. 

The Rdgency publtfhed an Editt or No- 
tificattott on the i ith, in which they ex- 
horted the Inhabitants of the City to re- 
main fteady in their Obedience, conforma- 
nce tb fhb Oath they had taken it the time 
df their becoming Burgher?, arid not id 
lHtefn %6 the Siiggeftions of certain Perfons, 
tffto hafd aflfcmbfed themfclves at the Doele, 
arid McF fekefr Poffeflion there of one of 
iftote Apartments againft the Will of th6 
Poflfefibik. This Edidt hid not the Effedt 
that was exfpeSed frctar it. Mr. Raap and 
life Aflbciate$ : prefemed their Petition, the 
Burghers continued their AfFemblies, arid 
though fuch Perfons of Fortune as came ta 
them at fit ft declined that Practice, yet it 
Was known; that they had private Meeting i 
by themfeb^s, m which they afted in con- 
cert with the:great Meeting, wliere Mr. 
Raap prefided, -and dSrcfted alt Things with 
the greateft Modefty and Moderation j iri- 
fomuch that Pofterit^ Will hardly credit that 
fuch a Multitude o^ Perfons- of different 
Humours, Interefts, and .Inclinations (houkT 
arfTembie together for many Day?, debate 

E 2 publick 
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publick Affairs with the utmoft Freedom of 
Speech, and yet run into no Excefies with 
Refpedt to others, or Divifions amongft 
themfelves, either of which had been fatal 
to them, and had di (concerted ail their 
Schemes. 

By the wife Policy of Mr. Raap and his 
Friends, the Meafures taken by the Re- 
gency for difperfing the Aflembly at the 
Doele, proved not onjy ineffectual, but 
turned entirely upon themfelves ; for on the 
one Hand the Burghers aflembled there de- 
manded Satisfa&ion, though in very mo- 
deft Terms, for the falfe Afperfions thai 
had been thrown upon them in the Edid 
or Notification beforementioned : They 
likewife publifhed the Oath taken by the 
Burghers, and the Explanation thereof in 
1618, by the then Regency oi Amjlerdam> 
from which it appeared, that in their Judg- 
ment the Citizens might take any Meafures 
that to them appeared expedient, and were 
cenfiftent with the Laws, for the Mainte- 
tenance and Prefervation of their Privileges, 
without any Breach of their Oaths. On the 
othe* thefe Steps not only kept together thofe 
who had continued to frequent the Aflembly > 

1 but' 
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f>ut increafed their Numbers very confiden- 
tly, , when it appeared that what they did 
Was agreeable to the Constitutions of the Ci- 
ty, and that they might refort thither with- 
out Danger. 

The Magiftrates now found it abfolute- 
ly neceflary to give an Anfwer to the Peti- 
tion, and accordingly on the i gtb of Aug. 
they publifhed that Anfwer, in which they 
treated the Aflembly at the Doele as irregu- 
lar and tumultuous, Mr. Raap and his 
Afibciates as very contemptible Fellows, 
aflerted their Claims of governing the City 
without giving any Account to the Burgh- 
ers in general, and at length defcended to 
the three Points contained in the Petition. 
With Refpeft to the firft they faid, that 
their Deputies had frequently conferred up- 
on it with the Prince Stadtholder, 'and that 
in all Probability it might be decided in the 
firft Aflembly of the States of the, Province. 
They gave much the fame Anfwer as to 
the fecond, upon which they owned they 
had frequently deliberated, and meant to 
expofe the Iflue of thofe Deliberations to the 
States of the Province ; and as to the third, 
that the Captains were always chofen by 
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the Townfmen, and *h# the Alt^t^y 
prppdfcd was an abfolute Novelty, ;tl}at jthe 
Regency ,w$te Burghers alfo, ape? that tfrey 
ffw bo C^yfe jphy th^y fhould n^jt jpnjpy 
their Commands in the Militia, i# Conjuga- 
tion with their Offices as Magiftrates. 

The plain Deiign of this Anfwer wa*s to 
gain Time, and the Ufe they made of that 
was io labour as much as poffible to give 
an ill Impreffioi) of what was tranfaded at 
the Bode to jthe Prince Stadtholder, and 
the States of the Province at the Hague. 
With a View to counter~a<St this Projeft, 
the Aflembly of the Citizens at the Dock 
fent Commiffioaers to the Hague likewife, 
who were inftr»£ted to fhew the Reafon* 
ablenefs of their Demands, and the Regular 
rity of their Condudl, which left no Room 
to apprehend any Danger from . their Af? 
fcmblies, or any Fear of Riots, Tumults, 
or Infurre&ions ; but from the difpejrfiiig 
of that Aflembly, and gratifying the Incli- 
nations of the Regency, who were dextrous 
of being maintained in their Authority by 
Force, It is very certain that the Magis- 
trates ran a very great Rifle, in regard to 
(he publick Tranquility, by this manner of 
Proceeding, and by procuring fucfa Ac* 

county 



Counts to be iriferted in the German Ga- 
zettes, as had a Tendency to deftroy Jthe 
pubttck Trancjuillky, by infinuating, that 
thofe who were difcontented with their 
Government, were no better than a Mob 
that ought to be chaftifed for their Info- 
ience, rather than gratified in their Preten- 
(ions. The contrary of this, however, 
quickly appeared, as well from the Increafe 
of their Numbers, as from the Firmnefs 
And moderate Manner of behaving, not with- 
ftanding thefe Provocations, which were 
calculated either to drive them into Divi-. 
fionsor De<pair, and which notwithftanding 
were -able to effecSfc neither. On the 24th 
there was a great AflemHy at the Doete, 
in which it was.propofed to prefs the ve- 
liable Regency for a direft and a decifive 
Anfwer t<? their late Petition. On the 2 5 th 
and 26th, thofe who interefted them- 
felves in the Support of this Meafure went 
about the Gky to follicit Hands, that the 
Magistrates might be convinced that they 
had not to do with a handful of Rabble, as 
they had given out. On Monday the a 6 th 
thf additional Petition was prefenfed by 
Mr. Ra4p 9 and received with great Con- 
tempt* the firft Burgomafter giving no far- 

E 4 thef 
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thcr Satisfa&ion than telling him, they 
would think of it, Upop reporting this 
in the Evening at the Aflembly of the 
Doele^ thpfe who were prefent began, for 
the firft Time, to lofe their Patience, and 
to talk pf coming to Extremities with 
thofe who were not to be wrought upon 
by gentler Meafures. Mr. Raap did all 
that lay in his Power to pacify them, of- 
fered to attend the Regency again, made 
life of all, his Eloquence to prevent their 
facrificing to this Tranfport of their Paffion, 
that long and laudable Refpeft which they 
had fhewn for the Interefts ajid Quiet of 
the City $ and at length, tho* not without 
Difficulty, he carried his Point. The next 
Day he took care to acquaint the Magi- 
ftrates with the true Situation of Things, 
and that their Safety depended upon them? 
felves, and not upon him, who could an- 
swer no longer for People they had taken 
a Pleafure to provoke and infult. This 
produced feveral Conceflions in different 
Forms, which did not manifeft the great- 
eft Sincerity, and of which the Aflembly 
at the Doele had but an indifferent Opi- 
nion, knowing that the firft Burgomafter, 
pr principal Magiftrate, was gope to . the 
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4 At length, as indeed it was full time this 
great Affair was fettled, and the Form ad- 
jufted for granting the Fiat to the Burghers 
Petition, in fuch a manner, as that the Va- 
lidity of it might never afterwards be drawn 
in Queftion ? and the neceffary Points for 
thisPurpofe being fettled about one o' Clock 
on Wednefday Auguft 28th, feven or eight 
of the principal Perfons deputed from the 
Aflembly at the Doele went to attend the Ma* 
giftrates at the Town* houfe, in order to re- 
ceive their final Refolution upon this Head. 
They behaved themfelves upon this Occa- 
fion with all the Modefty and Refpe<9: pot- 
iible, and were now treated with much 
greater Civility than before, their Petition 
returned back to them, with the following 
Anfwer engroffcd thereupon, as had been 
promifed, viz. 

The noble 1 grand and venerable, and ve~ 
nerable Council have thought jit to grant 
the Fiat to this Petition. 

Signed by Order of their noble, grand 
and venerable (Lordfhips) and of 
, the venerable Council, 

I 

1 John Van Loon Junior, Secretary. 
• v This 
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Tiiis pxipeflion fatbfied the Bwgkers^ 
bepajufe they were now in a IpU Piearfuafioii 
that notfiing could funfettlp this &xmt y ao4 
coqfeqqeo^y tjbat their own Trtefom and 
fchp Authority of thf R«g?»cy ftpqd upon 
the &me foot. It is certain that this wag 
whs* Mr. &w£ meant, who as little defigar 
cd to cfcp&fe the Regeijey, gs ip foflfer it 
IP cpn^nme receiving the pnblisk Revenue, 
diftr ibuting all Office^ ip an arbitrary man- 
ner, and taking from their FeMpw-Citissen* 
whatever Privileges feemed to. be incoafifb- 
ent with this extravagant Stretch of their 
Power. JJpt it was qmte ottiprwife with 
thofp great Men $ they were in Hopes of 
Jetting all they had granted afide by a Ne* 
goti&tiom at the Hague* wherg they reprer 
iented themfelv^s as IS the fffcpft dtftreft 
Condition, furrounded by a mutinous Po* 
pulace, and in Dangdr every Moment of 
bejpg tprn to Pieces by a Mob, and all 
this with a View of interesting the Stadt- 
holder and the States in their Quarrdy that 
the whole Weight and Force of the Re- 
publick might be employed in flopping 
the Mouths of the Burghers, and in fup- 
porting them not only in the^ Pofleflion of 
that Ppwer which they fr^d jbeld for fo 

many 
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mapy Year?, bi# j[n the.A4^in^ajtioBi o£ 
jtasj&ey thought proper, without bpjffg 
ftibjpft cither jto Cenfqre or CqrtffojaJ* fo 
this jthey pvf r n ft)Pt themfelyep, #jd, 9$ is v$+ 
ry jumm°ft i» &<& C^ijss, t>y a Defijre of 
retajrnipg tqp/m&,> »^hey brqqgltf *bemr 
jfelv.es jnjo the £fac<j$jty pf ab^ooing ell, : 

Count Bentinck arrived the very Day-after 
the Fiat was given to the Burghers Petition, in 
Quality of Cdmmifiioner fromthe Pfince. He 
W££ attended by the Deputies the Burgher* 
had fent to foilicit their Caufe at die Hague y 
and no fponer appeared at Amfierdam, but 
he was complimented on the Part of the 
Aflembly at the Doele, and invited to be 
• prefent at their .Meeting, which he very 
prudently declined. At (he fame they gave 
him this Invitation, they fignified their 
Satisfaction in having the Demands con* 
tained in their Petition granted, $nd defir* 
ed nothing more than to have the Con- 
ceflions of their Magiftrates ratified by the 
States and his Serene Highnefs fhe Prince 
Stadtholder. The Magiftrates l.ikejvife ap- 
'plied to the Count, and acquainted him 
with their Sentiments, who gave both Par- 
ties good Words, and exhorted them to be- 
have towards each other with Moderation, 

and 
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and promifed to make a faithful Report of 
all that had been rcprefentcd to him at 
his Return. He fet out the very next 
Morning for the Hague, and carried with 
him the entire Submiffion of both Parties to 
his Serene Highnefs the Prince Stadtholder, 
to whole Wifdom and Juftice they were 
Willing to leave the Decifion of every thing. 

It may be eafily believed that this un- 
toward Affair made a. great Impreflion up- 
on the wifeft and ableft Statefmen in the 
Provinces, and became in a very particular 
Manner the Subject of the Deliberations 
of the States of Holland, who very foon 
faw that the moft prudent, the moil effec- 
tual, and the moft fpeedy Method that could 
be contrived for extinguishing a Flame that 
threatened the moft difmal Confequenccs, 
was to grant his Serene Highnefs the 
Prince Stadtholder full Power to fettle the 
Government of Amjlerdam in fuch a Man- 
ner, as upon mature Deliberation and a 
full Inquiry into the true State of Fadts, 
his Serene Highnefs in his great Wifdom 
ihoqld think fit ; and to facilitate this Mea- 
fure, which was now become highly requi- 
fite for their qwji Safety, the Magiftrates, 

under 
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tinder Pretence that they were but too fen- 
fible of their Authority being become pre- 
carious, fent likewife a voluntary Refig- 
natio of their Offices to the Hague. 

On the Return of Count Bentinck and 
his Report of the State of Affairs at Am- 
fitrdam, his Serene High nefs thought it 
indifpenfably neceflary to go thither, in or- 
der to reftore, by his Prefence, that Order 
and Tranquillity which was on the very 
Point of fuffering to the lad Degree. Ac- 
cordingly, after conferring with the States 
of the Province of Holland, he fet. out in 
the Afternoon of Sunday September the 
firft, attended by the Counts Bentinck and 
Grovenftein, the Greffier Fagel t and Secre- 
tary Back. His Highnefs arrived at Am- 
Jierdam between Ten and Eleven on Mon- 
day Morning, and was received with the 
utmoft Solemnity. He found the Garrifon 
drawn up at the Gates, all the Carpenters 
of the Admiralty-Dock, and of the Yards 
belonging to the Eaft-India Company in 
perfedt Order, each with an Orange Cock- 
ade in his Hat ; the one hundred and twen- 
ty Deputies from the Burghers marched 
two and two, before and after his Coach> 

bareheaded. 
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bareheaded. His HighriefS falufed every 
Body as he pafled, and was conducted to 
hifr Lodgings amidft the Acclamations of 
the People. He was no fooher arrived 
there than he was complimented on the 
Part of the Magiftrafes, the four Bargo- 
niafters refcdviAg him as he came out of 
his Coach. His Serene Hightiefs received 
afterwards the Addreffes of the Clergy, 
the Adniifttlty, thef Eaft-tndiz Company, 
&C. iftA bote not Only with thd utmofi 
Fallence,* bat alfo with amazing Chearful- 
ncfs; and good Burtioitt, the inexpreffibfe 
Fatigues of die Day ; and," which is thei 
more extraordinary, bdiaved himfelf with 
fuch Kindiiefs, Affability and Condefcen- 
San fo dvefy Sodjy HVat all Parties fe&hed 
to teTaiik'6 jfatik&ed attd' cbrittrtt. 

« 

What has been hitherto (aid- is furacierit 
to (hew the fhining talent's Of this Prince, 
for captivating the Hearts arid fixing the" 
Inclinations of a great People. It wis not. 
long before he gave as conviriicrig Proofs of 
ffill fuperfor Qualities ; the M agiftr'ates of- 
fered to lay down their Ofticefs immediately 
upon his Arrival, but 4 this he would not 
f6ffer them to do, on tfie contrary, he de- 

fired 
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fired amf dire&ed that all fhould keep their 
Ports, declaring that be meant not to re- 
move any Body till after a ferious and im- 
partial Enquiry, conformable to the Senti- 
ments of their Noble Mightineffes the States 
of Holland. He not only did this, but 
mtich more, for befides treating the Bur- 
gotWafters and Counfellors with all the Re- 
fpeft due to their Dignities himfelf, he 
obliged the Companies of Burghers that dicf 
Duty at his Lodgings, to pay them the 
higheft Honours when they came to receive, 
dr when they retiitd from Audience, fuch 
as feffing on their Arms, and beating their 
Dftutts upoti every fuch Obcafion, He 
fpent the whole Week without ever going 
out, m examining and difcufling their Dif- 
ferences, and it was amazing to fee with 
how much Patience he went through fuch 
a Load of Bufineis, with what Calmnefs 
artd Candour he heard all Parties, with 
what Penetration he formed his Queftions, 
and with what Evermefs and Impartiality 
he condu&ed his Looks, his Words, and 
his , A&ion* during five Days, in which it 
may be truly faid, that he had hardly as 
many Minutes of Repofe, except when he 
went to Bed, 

Before 
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Before we proceed farther it is neceflary 
to obferve, that by this Time there was a 
Divifion of Councils amongft the Burghers. 
Mr. Raap, who had (hewn as much Pru- 
dence and Circumfpe&ion, as Vigilance; 
Activity and Spirit in his Proceedings, gave 
now the flrongeft Proof of his Integrity, he 
was for adhering to the Agreement made 
• with the Magift rates, for being fteady in the 
Purfuit of their fir ft Defign, and not ha- 
zarding all they had obtained by infifting 
upon more than ir was perhaps reafonable 
to expert. Bat there ftarted up now a 
new Tribune of People who was for push- 
ing Things to the utmoft, and would be 
content with nothing lefs than the Depofi-* 
tion of all the Magiftrates, and the Con- 
ceflion of a great Variety of Demands, of 
which the Reader will have an Account 
hereafter. -This Schifm broke out the very. 
Day that Count Bentinck left the City* 
and was, chiefly owing to fome foolifti Re- 
ports fpread by * the Magiftrates and their 
Party, as if they were fecure of Support 
not bnly from the States, but from a ftrong 
Party in the City, infinuating that the Pa- 
p.ifts, who are very numerous at Amfterdam> 
would rife in Conjunction with the Crea- 
. •* tures 
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turcs of the Men in Power in Defence of 
the Regency. The new Party among the 
Burghers fell upon a very extraordinary 
Expedient to quell all Notions of this Sort, 
for they engaged all the Carpenters and 
other Workmen in the Yards to appear on 
their Behalf, and made them parade through 
the principal Streets of the City for two 
Days together, but without committing 
the leaft Adt of Violence, and only that 
by this Shew of their Strength their Ene- 
mies might be intimidated ; and this had 
fo good an Effedt that the Peace of the 
City was pretty well preferved to the time 
of his Serene Highnefs's Arrival. 

As the Prince Stadtholder gave free 
Audience to all Parties, and profefled him- 
felf not only difpofed but defirous to hear 
what they had to offer, and to examine 
into the Nature of their Demands, that he 
might be the better able to anfwer the 
Ends of his coming, and to eftablifti the 
future Government and Peace of the City 
upon a lading Foundation ; two Deputies 
from the new Party at the Dpele had an 
Audience of his Highnefs amongft the reft, 
and had the Honour of prefenting him the 

F following 
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following Memorial of what they judged 
rcquifite to be granted for the Safety and 
Security of the Burghers. 

1 Upon this Occafion of the gracious 
€ Prefcnce of your Serene Highnefs in this 
€ City of jimfterdam, the Burghers and In- 
€ habitants thereof,earneftly defirous of feeing 
c its Tranquillity reftored, not for the pre- 

* fent only, but fo as that it may be per- 
€ manent even to lateft Times, take the Li- 
c berty of addreffing and of confiding in your 
c Serene Highnefs, mod humbly befeeching 
c you to receive on their Behalf, and to con- . 
€ fider maturely the following Articles, which 
' they have the Honour to prefent with all 

* the Refpedt and Veneration poffible. 



cc 
cc 



I. " We befeech your Serene Highnefs 
to interpofe fo far as to procure, that 
after the Example of the other Towns 
of the Province, the Duties and Im- 
ports in this City of Amjlerdam may be 
<c abolished, and that the Lois which the 
" City may receive thereby may be re- 
" placed, by appropriating thereto part of 
" the Sums that (hall arife from the new 
<c Tax, which it is propofed (hall be 

<c eftablUhed 
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cc eftabliflied inftead of the Duties before- 
** mentioned. 

II. " That it may pleafe your Serene 
Highnefs to procure as foon as poffible 
the moft effectual Redrefs in the refpec- 

H tive Colleges of the Admiralty of this 
Country, with regard to the Duties in- 
ward and outward, Convoys, Licences,©*?. 

" in fuch a Manner that in all the other Pro- 

" vinces, and more efpecially in Zealand, the 
new Regulation may be perfe&ly uniform, 
fo that by this Means no one Province or 
City whatever may • have an Advantage 
over any other Province or City in re- 

" fpeft to their Commerce. 

III. ' * That it may pleafe your Serene 
Highneis to difmifs, with Thanks for 
their Services, the thirty fix Counfellors of 
this City, the Hoff Schout (Grand Bai- 

<c liff or firft Magiftrate) the Ecoutout, 
the Burgomafters, the Echevins, the 
Penfionary, and Secretaries, as alfo all 
at pre lent in the Service of the feveral 
Colleges, &c. and to fubftitute in (heir 
Rooms fuch Perfons as your Serene 
Highnefs, in your great Wifdom, (hall 

F 2 " think 
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Ct think moft capable, worthy, and ufeful 
" to this City, and beft affedted to the 
c< common Good of the Burghers and 
" Inhabitants. 



IV. <c That for the future, at every 
Election that fhall be made of Burgo- 
mafters, there fhall be a double Nomi- 
nation fubjedt to the Will of your Serene 
Highnefs, to prevent all future Difputes, 
Diforders, and inteftine Troubles. 



CC 

CC 

cc 

CC 

cc 



V. " That the Office of HoiF Schout 
to this City (hall be for the prefentj-artd 
hereafter, ever left to; the Appointment 
of your Serene Highnfcfs artd your j$uC- 
ceflbrs of both Sexes, to be conferred on 
the Perfoh moft capable, of thfe . Faireft 
Character, and moft' proper to contribute 
to the Good of this City, and that he 
may coptinue in the Exercife of hisl Of- 
fice until your Highnefs, : or your Suc- 

<c ceflbrs, {hall fee fit to remove him from 

" that high Employment. 

VL <c That for the future none of the 
cc thirty fix Counfellors of this City fhall 
c< be capable of the Poft of HofF Schout, 

i Burgomafter, 
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Burgomafter or Echevin, before he has 
previoufly refigned the Employment of 
" Counfellor ; and that fuch Perfon be of 
<c the full Age required by Law ; and that 
in rcfpeft to this as well as the precedent 
Articles, a ferious Attention be had to 
Confanguinity, and that every Thing be 
done in a Manner agreeable to the Privi- 
leges of the Citizens. 



cc 
cc 
cc 

cc 

cc 



VII. " That it may pleafe your Serene 
Highnefs to difmifs immediately the Co- 
lonels and Captains of the Burghers, 
thanking them for their Services , that 
for the prefent, and for ever hereafter, 
each Quarter of the Chy may have the. 
Liberty of choofing its proper Captain $ 
and that by thefe Captains fo chofen, 
(together with the Lieutenants and En- 
figns, who form the Council of War) 
out of their own Body, and amongft 
themfelves^ a double Nomination may 



" qualified and mod faithful (hall, be cho- 
cc fen by your Serene Highnefs, to fill the 
l* Pofts of Colonel, and that in this, Point 

F 3 •. « due 
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due Attention be had to Family and 
Confanguinity, Gfc. 



€4 
CC 
CC 



%€ Laftly, we humbly pray that the three 
<f Articles contained in the Petition of the 
<|C Burghers, prefented to the Burgomafters 
and Echevins, and approved by their 
Fiat, may be confirmed and effe&ually 
fupported by your Serene Highnefs. In 
u doing which, &c. 

Upon reviewing the feveral Articles con- 
tained in this Memorial, the Reader will 
eafily difcern, that the great Thing aimed 
at is, the Subverfion of the Syftem, which 
had for many Years prevailed, and by 
which the Government of the City of Am- 
fterdam was become an Oligarchy. To 
this is to be referred the great Strefs that 
is laid upon difmifling all without Ex- 
ception that were in Office, which alone 
would take away that Evil for the prefent, 
and the Cautions with Refpeft to Family 
and Confanguinity are calculated to prevent 
any Evil of this Sort for the future ; to 
which alfo the Difmifling of the Captains, 
find the Alterations in the Manner of their 
Chpicip is alfo to be referred. For while 

tfce 
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the Regency Were fecure of fixty Votes in 
the Council of War, it was an eafy Thing 
for them, by Dint of their extenfive Influ- 
ence, to procure and maintain a conftant 
Majority \ and thus they were without 
any Check or Controul, the Burghers be- 
ing without any Reprefentative in fa6t , 
whereas the Council of War being free, 
their Refolutions would always fhew the 
true Senfe of the City in general. Nei- 
ther can it be doubted, that in the Reafon 
of Things every Part of a free Govern- 
ment ought to be free -, but on the other 
hand, as abfolqte Freedom might be pro- 
ductive of perpetual Difputes upon trivial 
Points, which might alfo be dangerous to 
the Government, therefore the feverai No- 
minations are referved to the Prince Stadt- 
holder, to balance that Inconvenience. If 
it fhould be inquired, whether fome Doubt 
might not arife as to the Influence this may 
create in Favour of the Stadtholder, it is to 
be confidered, that Perfection cannot be at- 
tained in any Kind of Government, but 
that there is lefs Hazard in fuch a Regula- 
tion than at frit appears, will be plain from 
this Reflection ; that in all the Branches of 
the Govefnaipnt, it is the Appointment 

F 4 only 
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only that belongs to the Stadtholder, and 
the Nomination is referved to the Citizens j 
fo that while they are true to their own In- 
terefts, his Power cannot 'prevail 5 and to 
prefer ve the Freedom of Men, determined 
to facrifice it, is a direct Abfurdity $ fo that 
if the Liberty of the City is provided for, 
as long as the Citizens are willing aind ca^ 
pable of being free, it is all that can be 
wiftied for or expe&ed. But whether fuch 
a thorough Reformation as this ought, in 
the prefent Circumftances of Things, to be 
attempted,** asa Queftion of another Nature 5 
and the Queftion that his Serene Highnefs 
in his great Wifdom was to decide. If that 
was to be undertaken, thefe were fuggefted 
as the proper Means ; but whether it was to 
be undertaken or not, remained in the Breaft 
of the Prince. He was alfo to confider 
what Sort of People they were, by whom 
this Regulation was propofed, and how far 
he was to look upon their Defires as the 
Senrfe of the Commonalty of the City of 
Anjierdam. 

» • *■ * 

His Serene Highnefs left no Means un- 
tried to make himfelf ablblutely Matter of 
&e whole Difpute, ; and of the 'Merits and 

- Miftafce^ 
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Miftakes, not only of all the feveral Facti- 
ons, but of the feveral Perfons who had 
the chief Dire&ion of them ; at length, 
after ferious Meditation on the propereft 
Means for compofing all Differences, for 
gratifying* as far as Juftice and Equity 
would allow all Parties, and for eftablifh- 
ing the Government in fuch a Manner, as 
might convince every worthy Citizen that 
he had been conduced by no other Princi- 
ple, than that of providing for the publick 
Tranquillity % he refolved to make eonfi- 
der^ble Changes in the Regency, and ac- 
cordingly on Friday , September the 6 th, he 
dire&ed his Letter for this Purpofe to the 
Hoff Schout, Mr. Daniel de Dieu y an Ac- 
count of which was the very next Day 
made publick for the Satisfaction of the 
Burghers, and ran thus. 



u 
<c 



As it has pleafed his Serene Highnefs 
the Lord Prince of Orange and Naffau, 
Hereditary Stadtholder of this Province, 
u to caufe to be tranfmitted to the Lords, 
* c Burgomafters, and Regents of this City of 
iC jhnfterdam y his moft honoured Letter 
" written at Amfterdam on the 6 th In- 
*• ftant 3 by which he hath given them to 

• *' f * underftand, 
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underftand, that his faid Serene Highnefs 
having made the utmoft Efforts to remove 
" in the be ft Manner, with all the Difcretion 
poffible, and the mod proper Means, the 
Diffidence and Difcontent the good Burg- 
" hers and Inhabitants had entertained a- 
gainft the Lords Regents, and to unite and 
reconcile the Minds of the Lords Regents > 
and thofe of the faid Burghers and Inha- 
bitants y but finding all thefe Efforts inef- 
fectual, to the no fmall Regret of his 
Serene Highnefs, there remained no other 
Way in the prefent troubiefom and per- 
plexed Situation of Affairs, and for the 
preventing (till greater Calamities, than to 
make ufe of the Authority granted to 
him, the Lord Prince Hereditary Stadt- 
holder, by the Refolution of their No- 
ble and Great Mightineffes, of the 31ft 
of Augujt in the prefent Year ; as alfo 
of the voluntary Offer of their Refigna- 
tion, made by the Lords, Burgomafters, 
" aad Counfellors mentioned more at large 
" in the Resolution afore faid ; and in Con- 
c< formity to which, his Serene Highnefs 
hath refolved, that the four Lords, Bur- 
gomaftcrs now reigning, and the thirty- 
five Counfellors (one of the thirty-fix 
being dead) all be difcharged from 

" their 
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<c their Regency, and their Oath, without 
*' Detriment in any Manner to the Honour 
< f and Reputation of the fajd Lords, Bur- 
" gomafters and Counfellors, inafmuch as 
€€ there is hot the leaft Room to fufpeft 
" that they have not duly acquitted them- 
" felves in the Execution of their Offices, 
" and declaring farther, that his faid Serene 
Highnefs is at all Times ready, if con- 
trary to Expectation there fhould any Ne*- 
f f ceffity arife to grant to the faid Lord Re~ 
€C gents fo difcharged, what ever Prote&ion 
*' or Safeguard they (hall think fit to defire, 
<f for their Perfons, Families and Effe&s. 

9 

" And as it has further pleafed his faid 
%t Serene Highnefs, in Virtue of the before- 
" mentioned Refolution of their noble and 
" great Mightineffes of the 3 \fi of Augufi 
" laft, to name for Burgomafters, my Lord 
^ Ferdinand van Gollen, Lord of Gunter- 
"Jtein and Tbienbcven, my Lord Cornelius 
fC "Trip, Baron of old and new Goudrian, 
*' Langer/k, &c. my Lord Gerard Arnold 
u Hajelaar, and my Lord William Gideon 
w Deutz : and for Counfellors, my Lords 
" Qerad Bicker van Sjvieten^ Mr. Gorne- 
l* lius Hop> Peter Six* Daniel de Dieu, 

« Peter 
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cc Peter Rondorp, Egbert de Fry, fem- 
€t mink Herman van Gbefel, Bonaventure 
€f Oetgens van Waver en, Walter Peter Bou- 
€C daan, Jacob van Siryen, Ferdinand van 
€ c Collen, Gerard Arnold Haffelaar, Franeis 
" de Wit, Gerard Hooft, Peter de la Court, 
<c Eli as Schellinger y John Huydecoper, Da- 
" niel Deutz, John Baptift Slicker, Corne- 
<c lius Backer, John Calkoen, John Graaf- 
<c land, William Huygbens, Henry T'er 
" Smitten, Peter van Tarelink, Arnold 
van der Waayen, Michael Bruyningh, 
John Agges Scholten, John Nicholas van 
<c Eys, Dennis Mailman, Frederick van 
1 < Mar cells, Charles Lin/lager, Volgert van 
u Jever, George Clifford junior, John 
*' Balde junior, and Matthias Straalman. 

<c The whole agreeable to a Lift fent in 
cc a Letter fealed and directed by his faid Se- 
cc rene Highnefs to Mr. Daniel de Dieu, 
<c Hoff Schout of this City, dated the 6th 
€C of this Month, with Orders to the faid 
<c Hoff Schout to caufe the Oath to be law-* 
c< fully adminiftred to the faid Lords, Bur- 
€C gomafters, and Counfeliors, and to in- 
c< ftal them in their refpe&ive Offices,, as 
<c was accordingly done in Confcquence, 

"and 
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and agreeable to the much refpedted Or- 
ders of his Serene Highnefs. 



<c For thefe Caufes the beforementioned 
<c Lords, Burgomafters, and Regents of the 
<c City of Amjlerdam, with the Advice of 
" the beforementioned thirty fix Lords, 
" Counfellors, thought it their indifpenfable 
cc Duty to give proper Notice of all that is 
<c abovementioned to the good Burghers and 
<€ People of this City, that all and every 
<c cine may be thereof informed. Done at 
" AmfterdamStp. jtb 1748. 

Signed, James Van de Foil. 

* * \ 

r 

By this wife and prudent Regulation, his 
Highnefs (hewed his great Candour and Im- 
partiality for the major Part of thefe, that 
is to fay, nineteen were of the whole Coun- 
cil, and of the feventeen new Members fix 
were taken from amongft the Deputies of 
the Merchants, fo that all Parties had the 
great eft Reafon to be fatisfied, and to ac- 
knowledge the Moderation and Juftice of 
the Stadtholder. On the Sunday following 
he went to the new Church where the Ma- 
giftrates were aifo prefent, and dined every 

Day 
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Day of that Week with foroe Perfon of 
Diftindion in the City. The very fame 
Day that the new Magiftrates were inftalled in 
their Office, Mr. Raap, at the Head of the 
hundred and twenty Deputies from the 
Burghers, went to compliment them, and 
to a flu re them, as he did in a very fliort 
and modeft Speech, of their intire Satisfaction 
in refpeft to his Serene Highneft's Choice, and 
of their conftant Reverence and SubmifBon. 

As there were ftill a great many Things 
to be regulated, and as thefe could not be 
regulated without Trouble, his Serene High- 
nels's Thoughts were much occupied, and 
a great Part of his Time taken up in making 
the neceflary Enquiries, for his Direction in 
thofe Affairs. On the tenth, after mature 
Refle&ion, he caufed the following Order 
to be published for modelling the Council of 
War, fo as to preferve its Independency, and 
fatisfy all reafonable Perfons. 

" As it appears to his Highnefs from all 
" that he is able to colled from different 
" Quarters, that it would be extreamly 
" difficult, if not impoffible, to make, with 
" Regard to the Council of War of this 
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Xt City, fuch Alterations as might be equal- 
" ly agreeable to every Body, his Highnefs, 
(c after having taken upon this Subject the 
<c Advice of the Lords Burgomafters, judg- 
es, that for the Prefervation of the Tran- 
quillity of this City, and to give as much 
" Satrsfa&ion as it is poflible to the good 
" Burghers, it will be moft convenient, 

" That an independent Council of War 
" be held, compofed of Captains, Lieute- 
<€ nants and Enfigns. 

" That each Company (hall chufe for 
<c that Effe&, by the Majority of Votes, fuch 
" Officers as they (hall think fit to form this 
" Council. 

" That thefe Captains, Lieutenants and 
<c Enfigns, fo chofen by each Company as 
" aforefaid, (hall afterwards name five Co- 
<c lonels, and (hall fill up the Places of the 
" Captains, Lieutenants and Enfigns that 
" were not agreeable to their Companies, 
" or they (hall make a double Nomination, 
" and prefent the fame to his Highnefs, in 
" Order for him to name who (hall fucceed 

1 "to 
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<c to the Officers that are fo difmiffed. Done 
cl at -Amfierdam Sept. \oth 1748. 

Signed, 
The Prince of Orange and NajTau. 
By his Highnefs's Order 

John de Back:' 

_ * ■ * 

On Friday the 13th of September his 

Serene Highnefs accepted an Invitation from 

the Magistracy, and dined with them at the 

Town-houfe, upon which Occafion the 

High-Bailiff, Mr. de Dieu i the four Bur- 

gomaftcrs, Regent, all the Echevins, two 

Deputies from the Council, one of the 

Penfibnaries, and many other Perfons of 

Diftindtion had the Honour of dining at 

the fame Table with his Highnefs, who 

was conducted thither from the Place of 

his Refidence by three Companies of Bur-: 

ghers, who remained upon Guard all thfe 

while his Serene Highnefs was at the 

Town-houfe, and recondu&ed him at his 

Return amidft the Acclamations of many 

thoufends of Spectators. Four of the old 

Efchevins, w#. . Meffieurs Bernard de tViU 

hem^ Jacob Gerard fcarffeboom y Henry Hooft 

Gerritfz and Henry Bikker, having defir-^ 

ed 
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fed their Difmiffion, his Highnefs readily 
granted it, and appointed the/ four follow- 
ing Perfotls to. fucceed them> viz. Mr. Eli as 
Scbellinger, John Nicholas Van Eys, Mat- 
thias Straalman and Daniel Hogguer. His 
Serene Highnefs likewife named Mr. Ge* 
rard Bicker Fan Swieten Lord of Swieten, 
Mr. Egbert de Vry Temminck, and Mr. Jo* 
nas PFitfen, the firft to have a Seat in the 
Council of the Deputies to the States of the 
Province, the fecond in the College of the 
Admiralty of Amfterdam> and the third in 
the Chamber of Accounts in the Place of 
Meffieurs Solomon Dedel, Nicholas QeeU 
vink Lord of Cajtricum, and Andrew Mun- 
ter. The fame Day forty-eight of the old 
Burgomafters and fifchevins, who by their 
having paflcd through thofe Offices had 
acquired certain Privileges and Preroga- 
tives, were difmifled and abfolved from the 
Oath taken at their Admiffion to their re- 
fpcSive Offices. Thus his Serene High- 
nefs kept the middle Path, and laboured 
at the fame time to convince fuch as had 
been for many Years in Power* that he 
had no Prejudice whatever to their Per- 
fons, nor any Inclination to make life of 
the prefent Conjuncture to humble, much 

6 kfe 
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lefs to bpprefs them ; and to (hew the bur- 
ghers in general that he meant to give them 
abfotiite Satisfaction in alt things that were 
confident with the Conftituiion and Govern- J 
merit of the City. 

{lis Highnefs received all the Applica- 
tions that were made to him with equal 
Affability and Condefcenfion, heard every 
thing that was propofed with the utmoft 
Patience, and after the mod mature Deli- 
beration took and executed his own Rcfo- 
lutions with the greateft Calmnefs and Stea- 
dihefs imaginable. As for the eighteen De- 
puties irom the Merchants, they were the 
only Perfbris to whom he (hewed a more 
than ordinary Attention and Refpedt ; and,, 
upon {heir afking his Permiffion, when they 
took leave of him, to addrefs themfelves to 
his Serene Highnefs in cafe their Affairs at 
any time fhould require it„ he was pleafed 
to add, to the very Arong Affurances he hact 
before given them, the following gracious 
Expreflions/ The Traders of this City are. 
always . at Liberty to addrefs themfelves 
to me freely either in a publick Man- 
ner, or by Deputation, when that appears 
to them requifite, or feparately and private- 
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ly, when that is more fuitable. I fliall 
always look upod the Time as well em- 
ployed that is {pent with therri; and no- 
thing will give me greater Pkafure than to 
be able in any Manner to promote their 
Commerce. His Highnefs had before gi- 
ven them the ftrongeft Proof of his Since- 
rity, by the Refpeft paid them in the 
Nomination of the new Magiftrates. 

It may be expe&ed that fome Notice 
fliould be taken of Mr. Raafs Cohduft 
at this Time. It was indeed fo extraor- 
dinary that it deferves to be taken notice 
of. He caufed Illuminations and Re- 
joicings to be made at his Houfe upon his 
Serene Highnefs's Arrival at Anjierdam, 
and he cbntinued thefe during all the time 
of his Highnefs's Refidence there. He 
had feveral Audiences, and met with a 
gradotrs Reception, but was very far 
from aflbming any kind of Merit, and far- 
ther ftiH from prefuming to offer any thing 
beyond the Inftru&ions he received from 
the' Burghers, or attempting to diftinguifli 
himYelf otherwife than by {hewing a Wil- 
llftghefc to contribute, as far as in him lay, 
tor pacifying the Heats that reigned among 

v ' G 2 the 
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the People/ and to engage them in a du- 
tiful Submiflion to the Settlement which 
his Serene Higbnefs intended, purfuant to 
the Power granted, and the Inftruftions gi- 
ven by the States. 

* • 

On the 1 4th the new Council jo£ War 
was chofen, in refped to which there was 
more Difturbance than about any other 
thing, that had been during the Refidence 

-of his Serene Highnefs at Am/terdam. For 
out of the five Regiments, viz. the Orange^ 
the Yellow } the Blue> the White y and the 
Green, each confifting of twelve Companies, 
there were but four Companies that were 
content to keep their old Officers. It is true 
the Friends to the old Syftem complained 
of much Difturbance, and many Irregula- 
rities in the new Eie&ion ; that they* were 
infulted and terrified in the Night by Per- 
fons who aflemblcd about their Doors, and 
threatned them in Cafe of any Oppofition. 
There is no doubt on the one hand, that all 
this was ,dire£tly contrary to his Serene 
Highnefs's Defire and Defign - y and there is 
no Doufci ^ too, that thefe Disturbances, or, 
toffpeak with greater Propriety, the Report 

,,pf thefe Difturbances were very much ex- 

3 aggerated. 



aggerated. But however, taking them as 
ftated, there was nothing either very ftrange, 
or very inexcufable in People's trefpaffing 
a little upon Decency ; for that is all that 
is pretended in Reference to thofe who in 
their Opinions had trefpaffed for fo many 
Years upon their Liberties. Such fmali 
Excefles will happen in all Cafes of this 
Nature, and one may truly wonder, that 
greater did not happen on the Occafion. 
However, as we (hall fee hereafter, his Se- 
rene Mighnefs did not fail to take Notice 
of thefe by the Placard which he publifhed 
in Confirmation of the Proceedings of this 
Council of War, and their Choice of the 
five following Gentlemen for their Colonels, 
Meffieurs Cornelius Weyer Broeck, Jacdb 
Elies, James Dupeyron Janfz, Henry St ad- 
lander and Gedeon ViStor % it may not be 
amife to obferve, that the Burghers made 
§ ufc of the Privileges granted them by his 
Serene Highncfs's Letter dated September 
i oth f and made a direft Choice of all their . 
Officers fo 4s to fecure in the Council of 
War a true Representative of their own 
Body, the want of which could alone Jufti- 
fy their £flembling at the Doele. r This 
j Rerriafk will fcrye to explain feveralPaf- 
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&gtt i» the following Paper, #hich, in 
Point of Sentiment, Prudence and Dignity, 
may pafs for a Mafter-piece, and witt re- 
main a (landing Monument of. the Wifr 
. riom, Spirit, and Steadinefs of that great 
and good Prince, by whom it is iigned, 
and .who left .it as his A& and Deed with 
the Citizens of dmflerdam. 






" William Charles Henry Frifo, by the 
Grace of God Prince oiOrange qnsi Naffatt, 
Count of Catzenelnbogen, Vianden, 2>i- 
ff e£z $ Speigelherg, Buren and Leer dam, 
" Marquis x>f Sere Yesrt and Vlufbing, 
i* Baron . of Breda, of the Town ef 
Gr&ve^ and of the Country ofCuyk 
d'TJfelftein, Cranendotik, Eindhavm and 
* c Liejveld, JLord ptBrtedevoord, tfumbout, 
StsGerrtrudemforg, Wittemft(idt % St. Man* 
tenfdyk, Clundert % Upper and Lower 
Zwalmne, Zevenbergen f &teenbergen % 
Gritnbergue, Herjlal, St. Vith, Arlay y 
u Nqferayt, Butgenback, Daajbcurg . and 
WarntintotL, Hereditary fiurgrave of 
Antwerp^ and Bezangon, Hereditary 
Marfhal of Holland, Hereditary Stadt- 
holder, Captain General and Admiral of 
*' the Vmted Provinces^ and Knight of 

" thg 
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V. tjie moft ftpble Order of the.Garter, 
*' To all to whom thefe Prefents (hall 
come, maketh Jkqown, 



re 



" That the good Burghers,, and Inha- 
€< bitants pf.tfa&Toyn of ^ftffdam 9 hzv- 
c * ^ng befought Us to grant them a' Council 
J' qf W*r free an4 todependeut; antf to 
*' name for that JPurpofe, / the Members 
^ which QUght to'corapofe it,, and to put 
** at their Head five Colonels*' we have ma- 
<c tjurely deliberated on the Means moft 
> c< proper and convenient, for fatisfying ef- 
€€ fentially the Intentions and Defife of 
*? the*good Commonality of the faid Ci- 
? <c ty, without injuring the Privileges and 
,"\the fundamental Laws of the faid Pro- 
cc ,vjnce in general, as well as the Pre-emi- 
- €< pepces and Prerogatives of the Council 
^pf/War in particular, as it jvas granted 
.*' ithem in its firft Eftabliihment, which 
f c jjvas almoft as old asjthat of the Repub- 
*' lick itfelf, the whole being amongft the 
Number of thofe thipgs which 1 wc 
have folemnly fworn to maintain and 
fC fupport. a 

* 
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* 

u That during our Deliberations upon 
c * this important Affair, we have remark* 
f * ed with Regret, that fome evil-minded 
u Perfons have inftilled into the good 
* c Burghers and Inhabitants, falfe Ideas of 
e| the Nature of a Council of War free 
u and independent, * which being day by 
€€ day infinuated more and more, have 
iC taken fo deep Root, that it has given 
« Ofccafion to the making Demands fo 
f * abfurd, that if they were granted, fo 
far from fatisfying the real Intentions, 
or fulfilling effe&ually the Defires of 
fi the worthy Townfmen, that on the 
u contrary they would be a manifeft L> 
%c fra&ion on the Privileges, and would 
** bring about a total Definition of the 
u ancient Rights &nd lawful Pre-emirien- 
,f ' ces of the Council of War, arid alfd of 
: * c that Liberty and Independency, which 
f< they have demanded, we would be plea- 
<* fed to grant to the faid Council of War. 
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" That all thefeCircumftanceshave iri- 
f * duced us, inftead of deciding the Affair 
*Vih a Manner contrary to fo crfany faHe 
* c Notions, topropofe an Expedient fbr pa- 

<c cifying 
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•1 

cifying the worthy Townfmen, as wc 
have already done by our Declaration of 
the tenth of this Month, bearing in Sub- 
" ftance, that 1 the Officers, agreeable to the 
"Townfmen, (hould hold a Council of 
u War, free and independent for filling up 
f< the Places of the Officers who were di£- 
*>" agreeable to them, as alfo for ele&ing 
" five Colonels, or for the Nomination of 
cc double that Number of Perfons. and 
€< prefenting us the Lift of their Names, 
"to the End that we might have chofen 
<l thofe that we thought proper ; the whole 
<c with a View, and from the juft Expeifla- 
u tion that this provifional Settlement would 
(c have given abundant Room to the wor*> 
fC thy Townfmen to be fatisfied, and have 
" afforded Time for Mens Minds to cool ; 
" fo that at length th^y might confider 
" Things with an impartial Eye, without 
"Prejudice and in their true Situation. 

cc But to our great Regret we have 

"found, that not withftanding our continual 

"Care, and the Pains that we ourfelves 

•f* have taken to direft all Things for the 

•" ; beft, the Event has by no Meads an- 

< * fwcred our upright Intention, either with 

" Regard 



u Regard, to -the holding a Council of Waj, 
cc free and independent, conformable to our 
" declared Pofign, or in jefppft to that 
;*' Change fo much wi(h?d for, find hoped 
cc in the Diipofidon of the Peoples tyltnds. 

« 

, . . - , •. 

cc Sepiqg that with Kefpcfit tothefjrft, 
<c ip cj^uijing, jfche Members who ought to 
cc compete ,tj)e faid Council of War, Jtfyeic 
cc has ^o,t h^en left in many Quarters and 
" Companies to the Burghers, ^nd thofe 
c< thgj: -conjtrihpte to . the Cpmpanies that 
<c ifltire. Liberty .which they qugh|t. to 
<( have had, of declaring according fo their 
-" inclination; > but on tfye contrary they 
"jbave been intifnickteid, and after an im- 
<c ppfag IVfeciner obliged tp reg^l^tettek 
c< <Jhojpe ^cqrding tp the Fapcy, apd the 
VgQqd Pleafure of thofe who h#ye dared 
"40 cqmput fuch ,Piforders. 
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" That they have thought fit to tafec 
Coranjiflipns from .Officers, , whom their 
C V Compan^e^ ,l)ave declared to.be agrepable 
" to th^em, ^n4 who had already in $hat 
" Quality a$fted at tfye pelijjerauons; ? of 
cc the Council Qf War. 
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, ;c * That farther ftiil feme Quarters and 

€f Companies that had declared, that all 

" their Officers, were difagreeable to them, 

cc and who, consequently, had no body they 

could charge io afiift at a Council of 

War, have taken upon themfelves to 

name dire&ly other Officers, and to pre- 

." &nt tbefe Nominations to the Council of 

* 

'** War. * . > 

'* That by this irregular Manner of a&- 

f c ing, they have .deprived a great Number 

" of 'Members who ought to have compd- 

« fed the faid Council of War, of the Fa- 

*< culty and Power of making, according to 

".our Intention publickly declared, a free 

c 5 Choice of Ferfons they judged jthe nioft 

cc proper, and the moft capable of filling 

" the Pofts of the Officers that were not 

' '* agreeable to their Companies, which has 

" given Occafion more than once to fe- 

*:verai of the moft drftingulfhed Members 

"of the Council of War to complain, that 

*';tbe ^Freedom of their Deliberations, and 

"their Choice had been hindered and di~ 

ff fturbed. , • 
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" That in Reference: to the fecond Point, 
tc we have heard with very deep Concern', 
. w and at the fame Time with the utraoft 
" Indignation, that fome evil-minded Per- 
" fons have continued their wicked Prac- 
* c tices to miflead the worthy Tovynfmeri, 
<c to intimidate them by ftrong Menaces, 
*' which deferve to be feverely punifhed, 
"and to circulate all Sorts of feditious 
<c Reports in order to excite Diffidence, 
" and to create Di fun ion among the Bur- 
* c ghers$ from whence, if the Minds of 
f c Men were once (harpened and embitter- 
€t ed, there could be nothing expected but 
extreme Confufion, and fuch . dreadful 
Mifchiefs as might threaten with total 
€C Ruin, both the City and the Republick. 

" That tho* it evidently appears froih 
"*all this, that in very many Refpe&s they 
" have not obferved and followed, as they 
t € ought to have done, pur declared inten- 
c f tion as well with regard to the Noroina- 
" tkxn, of the Members who were to affift 
41 at the faid Council of War, as withrjle- 
u ference to that Liberty which ought to 
" have reigned in their Deliberations j ne- 
" verthelefs, in order, to give to the. wjiole 
"Body 
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<c Body of the Burghers a moft fignal 
cc Proof of our Affe&ion, and of our fin- 
<c cere and paternal Condefcenfipn, we 
c< have been very willing to approve, as by 
thefe Prefents we do approve, the Elec- 
tion made by the faid Council of War, 
u of five Colonels, and of other Officers 
"in the Room of thofe who were de- 
" clared not to be agreeable to their re- 
" fpe&ive Companies ; and that farther we 
(C have thought fit -to ordain and confirm, 
" as by thefe Prefents we do ordain and 
tc confirm, the faid five Colonels and other 
" Officers lately eledted, fo that they, in 
" Conjunction with thofe that remain in 
" Commiffion, fhall form the Council of 
cc War, but in fuch a Manner that the 
" faid Council of War fhall not aflemble 
cc without previous Notice given to the 
" Lords Burgom afters, and when it fhall 
" be convened by thfe Colonels to whom 
cc it fhaH be abfolutely left to judge, if 
<c the Council of War ought to be coft- 
€< vened or not, that the faid Council of 
cc War fhall for the prefent, and for ever, 
cc have the Right of deliberating freely upon 
" fuch Matters as belong thereto, and that 
" the faid Council of War fhall be alfo at 

• c Liberty 
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" Liberty upon the Vacancy of the Pofts 
€€ of Colonels, or other Officers, to eledt 
'• and eftablifh fuch others conformable to 
€€ the Privileges and antient Confthutions, 
*•" Rules and Ufages, as they (hall think fit, 
fC - for the common Advantage and Welfare 
<c of the City. 

" That being farther willing to preferve 
<c invariably the paternal Care and Affcc- 
€C tion that we have for the worthy Burghers 
cc and Inhabitants of this City, we are 
cc willing alfo for this Time, to forget and 
*' paft by all the Diforders that have been 
ci committed, and have been brought to our 
" Knowledge, as well as thofe that have 
€t happeried othetwife and elfe where. 

• 

* And as we have erideavoured to give 
€ * thereby in all Refpe&s to the good 
€t Burghers and Inhabitants of the faidCity 
€t all poflible Satisfaction, fo far k$ the fame 
" could be given without any Infringement 
<c of fhe Privileges of the City, and with- 
" out Violation of the folemn Oath that 
" we have taken, we ourfelves alfo etpe<3: 
lt oh the Part of the good Townfmen and 
" Inhabitants, that they (hall hercsiffefr be- 
" i <c have 
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C€ have themfelves all and every one of 
C€ them as becomes good arid obedient 
" ilurghefs and Townfmen, as well in re- 
cf gafd to what concerns our prefeht ferious 
€ * and. good Intentions, as generally ift all 
" that concerns their Dtaty, and ihdre efpe- 
* l daily in whatever, relates to that Refpeft 
€< and Submiffion which they owe to fheir 
c< lawful Magistrates. . 

* 

" We are moreover willing to exhort and 
u adriionifh in the moft ferious and cordial 
*' Manner, all arid every one of them tfith- 
€€ out Diffin&ion, and we do exhort add 
<c admonifh them by thfefe Prefents to fe- 
"parate themfelves immediately,- and to 
€t abftain from all publick Affemblies under 
" what Name or Pretence fbever^ enjoin- 
€c ing alfo particularly thfcfe who hav6, been 
cc deputed from the feveral Quarters and 
" Companies of BurghefS, to regard from 
€€ this Mbtoferit their faid Commiffions and 
" every thjpg of the like Nature as expired, 
" under Pain to thofe who (hall be found 
" to a£t contrary to our prefent ferious 
cc Refolution and Intention, and who (hall 
" be,gi*ilty of any Enterprize contrary to 
" t^f &igr*jtfy of the Regency, or of the, 
■ >■ , ■ " leaft 
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" Hegp^i{dbedicnce tp theif ^Qrdcrs, that thejf m 
c ^&lu be punifhed according to the Exigent 1 
* k cy of the Cafe, and conformable to the* ! 
^ Laws of this Country without any Con-, 
* € nivancc, as Diflurbers of. the, publick, 
€t Peace, and Contemners of our falutary t 
"Orders and Intentions, to ferve for an. 
** Example to others* '* "'. . ■ . 

-**• • • , ■ .- . > „ % , '-.••*: ■ '•" < 

c< And to the End thafc no Perfon may 

c ip|fead Ignorance, tpefe Prefects (hall , be 

" published and affixed in the ufual MaiH> 

€t tier, aqd in the ufual Places/* Given 5 

ztJmfiirdam % Sept. i$tb 1748*; \ 

* '.'■ • . . •■' 1 •'••'■• 

(£. &) Tfie^Pwncc of Orange and Nafau* 
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By* Order of his Sereae Highiiefs* 
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